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Talleydale Mine" 


отог 4 424-1385 


Closes Saturday 


Mines ААД 
The Snow Hill ъа Согрога- 
tion has announced the closing 
of the Talleydale Mine, effec- 
tive Јипе 27. The mine has been 2 
operated by Snow Hill since REFERENCE 
Oct. 1, 1934. "ATE 
In an announcement to em- DO NOT CIR CULATE 
ployes of the mine, the Snow 
Hill Coal Corporation. manage- 
ment thanked the employes for 
their co-operation and offered 
to "help in your transition pe- РА 
riod to other employment.” The Community A 
bulletin also stated that recovery 
work will begin as soon as pos- 
sible. 
The Talleydala mine surface 
was purchased by Snow Hill in 
1934 from the Talley Coal Com- 
pany. The Talley Compa:.y had 
mined the No. 4 vein until ex- 
hausted. After Snow Hill ав- 
sumed operation, the Clovelly 
Coal Company worked the No. 5 
seam, ‘and the No. 6 seam, 
which was at ground level, was 
operated by a number of smaller 
companies. 
At the time of the closing of 
the mine, No. 3 seam has been 
producing 2,100 tons daily and 


Hafrs FRE 


443,000 tons yearly. The No. 3 WIA ASTAMS? ROR! ү PRA q? 
seam is 341 feet underground, MIA UUL StI 24:11 hadê) 1 
and is from five to six and one- cid = 

half feet thick. TROE n 


There are 171 persons on the 
payroll with Frank Ralston as 
superintendent. 

With the closing of Talley- 
dale, there are only eight shaft, 
mines left in operation in In- 
diana. 


State plan 


agimunity Affairs File 
abandoned, 


шс». 
rive эле nln Вен in 
northwest Vigo County soon will be 
eliminated ав public and en- 
vironmental hazards. 

The Indiana Department of 
Natural Resources will accept bids 
for reclaiming. the ‘sites “until 
Thursday, said Tom Thomas, head 
of field operations for the Division 
of Reclamation in Jasonville. 

The sites make up a 4-square- 
mile area on private land іп 
Fayette Township between New 
Goshen and Tecumseh. The sites 
contain remnants of unreclaimed 
underground operations including 
open shafts, dilapidated structures 
and refuse material, Thomas said. 

"These old mine shafts are cer- 


to reclaim 


mine sites 


tainly a danger. Another problem is 
the growing collection of trash and 
junked cars and appliances there," 
he added. | 


The trash would be removed and 
structures razed for filling open 
shafts. Grading and revegetation 
work would complete the project. 


Commun; | 
mmunity Affairs File 
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National Union, U. 5. 
Officials to Take Part} 
In Inquiry; Disaster 


Ath Worst in History | 
MARCH H-/qGI STAR 

Investigation of the explosiof; 
Thursday night at Viking Mint: 
which snuffed out the lives of 24 
men will begin at 8:30 осюс 
this morning. All possibilities ol 
the cause of the explosion wil 
| be investigated. 

Bodies of the men were relj 
covered іп one of the Ѓаѕіеѕ( 
operations ever conducted at 
disaster of this size, it was state 
! by officials at the scene. | 
| T + + Га 
THE LAST of the 22 bodies was 
brought to the surface at 7:38] 


o'clock yesterday morning, ext. i 
actly 12 hours to the minute from 


the time of the explosion аз де- 
termined by charts on two fans)” 
operating at the mine. It was 
only 6% hours after the аз 


f 


Official Will Study 
Survivors! Welfare 


All of the men killed Thursday! 
night in the explosion at the! 
Viking Mine were survived Ру 
widows. In addition, there were 
30 other dependents, it was re- 
ported. 

Harmon Kelly Jr., of the Min- 
ers’ Welfare Fund, formerly of 
Sullivan, arrived yesterday from 
Washington, D. C., to look into 
the matter of welfare. 

Kelly is familiar with the local, 
mining situation in that he is 
the son of a former internationak 
board member of District 11, 
Mine Workers of America, Наг. 
mon Kelly Sr., who served in 
that capacity for 10 years. The 
family lived at Sullivan. 


until the first two bodies were 
recovered and all were recovered 
within a period of 5'4 hours after 
that. 


Last inspection of the mine Ру 
state authorities was only 22 days 
preceding the explosion, on Feb. 
8. Last inspection by federal; 
mine inspectors was in December. 
All faults found were corrected! 
following inspections, they added. ! 

cP eS БЕ 
HEADING today's investigation 
will be James Westfield, asistant 
director of the United States 
Bureau of Міпеѕ, апа Charles 
Ferguson, national director of 
safety for the United Mine Work- 


ers of America. They flew here 
era venta Ур = >77724 


NG today’s investigation 
С oe James Westfield, asistant 
director of the United States 
Bureau of Mines, and Charles 
Ferguson, national director of 
safety for the United Mine Work- 
ers of America. They flew here 
from their headquarters 1n Wash- 
ington, D. C. early yesterday 

rning. | | 

EU 3 the group will be in- 
spectors of the Indiana Bureau of 
Mines and Mining headed by 
Charles Purcell, difector, and 


Hobart Butler, state labor com- 


See EXPLOSION 
On Page 11, Column 4 


Explosion 


Continued From Page 1 | 


missioner; inspectors for the 


Lynch Coal Operators’ Reciprocal 

| Association; Federal mine in- 
spectors from the office at Vin- 
cennes; members of the execu- 
tive board of District 11, U. M. 
W. A. ‘insurance representa- 
tives; members of the Viking 
Mine Safety Committee, and com- 
pany officials, including Birch 
Brooks, vite president and gen- 
eral manager of the Viking Coal 
Corporation, which operates the 
mine, and Colvin Burk, .general 
superintendent of the mine. 


+ + + 


THE MINE has been closed pend- | 
ing the inspection and repair. 
Company officials said last night 
they expect it wil be down 
about a week. 


The material loss is slight in 


comparison to the uncompilable 
loss of life, it was pointed out, 
and in comparlson to what might 
be expected from an explosion 
of such magnitude. 


Toll of the disaster places it 


as the fourth worst in the his- 
tory of Hoosier coal mining. The | 
worst was that of the City Mine 
in Sullivan, Feb, 20, 1925, when 
54 men were killed. Thirty-six 
died at the Francisco Mine in 
Gibson County on Dec. 9, 1926. 
There were 29 men killed at the 
Little Betty Mine near Linton, 
Jan. 29, 1931. 


+ + + 
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LAST LOCAL disaster taking a 
large toll was April 30, 1947, 
when eight men died in an ex- 
plosion at the Spring Hill Mine. 
Last one in the state was in 
1948 at Princeton, when 12 
miners died at the King Station 
Mine. р 

First indication of the explo- 
sion was shown on the chart of 
the fan nearest the explosion 
area. It showed a drastic pres- 
sure increase at 7:35 o’clock. At 
the same time the chart on the 
fan at the main entry showed a 
small jump. The mine has an 
audible system indicating when 
the fans fail. However, the fans 
did not fail and there was no 
further warning of trouble until 
no coal came out of the area. 
The top boss called in and re- 
ceived no answer. 

+ + + 
IMMEDIATELY there was an 
alert of trouble and the 22 men 
in the other part of the mine 


were notified to come out and | 


help was requested in the way 
of mine safety crews. 


It is probable that all were 
killed instantly, company offi- 
cials said last night. However, 
R. E. Hudson, state safety in- 
spector, reported that it looked 
as if some men had tried to 
crawl away and didn’t get very 
far, 

é " 4 

All were found within a small 
area that included the two “Col- 
mol" (continuous miner) seg- 
tians. This included one main en- 
try development and one room 
development in the newest area 


.| being developed. 


+ + +. 
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THE EXPLOSION was at a 
depth of about 265 feet. The area 
was about a half mile north of 
the Coal Creek Hill and on the | 
left side of U. S. Highway 150. 
Viking Mine, a slope mine in the 
fifth vein, was developed im- 
mediately after World War II to 
serve the Wabash Power Station 
of Public Service Company. It is 
about eight miles northwest of 
the city close to the Wabash 
River. All of its coal is used by 
the power station. 


However, the disaster will not 
affect the electric output, it was 
pointed out, as Green Valley 
Mine, which supplies part of the 
coal, wil! be supplying all until 
Viking is back in operation. 

k + + 

FORCE of the explosion possibly 
caused by a cutting machine hit- 
ting a gas pocket, and the re- 
sulting coal dust fire, that was 
short-lived but intense, resulted 
in the charring and mangling 
of bodies so that all had to be 
| identified by their belt numbers, 
with the exception of one. 


When the last identification 
had been completed, Brooks 
stood near the mine entry and 
wept. “We have lost 22 good 
men," he said. "We don't know 
what caused the explosion but 
we plan to begin an investiga- 
оп to find out. The plant will 
“be closed unti] the investigation 
is over." Не had made his first 
| public statement only moments 
| after the first two bodies were | 
brought. At that time he would | 
make no identification of any 
man lost until after all bodies 
had been retrieved from their 
grimy death chambers. 

+ + + 
COMPARATIVELY little debris 
was noted by Hudson. Mine cars 
were knocked off the track and 
the. blast disabled the huge gon- 
veyor belt used to carry coal “out 
of the plant. 

Both the American Red Cross 
and ‘the Salvation. Army. estab- 
lished canteens at the scene, serv: 
ing gallon upon gallon of coffee 
and hundreds of sandwiches and 
| doughnuts. , 

Also présent were representa: 
- tives of. Civil Defense, the entire 

sheriff's corps, almost. ‘all of the 
state. troopers «assigned locally 
and others, and city police. 
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“Апа Die in Tracks 


Victims Trapped 


Following Blast | 
| | 


oy / 
By JOHN POTISEK Al? nae BF 


The last of 22 miners whose lives were snuffed tul 
In а single instant Thursday night at the Viking Coal Co. 
mine near here was brought to the surface at 7:45 a.m. Ч 
«ау. 

There was a violent explosion sometime last night 
about two and a half miles from the main shaft along the! 
maze of entries and tunnels of the vast operation. 

The exact time of the blast was unknown. Some think: 
it гэн as ш as 7:45 p.m. when an air pressure! 


b 


ü 
(Page of Mine Ован Pictures on bb 9. | 


gauge on the surface dropped to zero. An official attempted 
to telephone the miners and got no response to his ге-] 
peated rings. е | 

The disaster ranks as the second worst in Indiana | 
mining history. It is only surpassed by the 1925 explosion 
in a Sullivan county mine, where 56 miners met death. 

The last body was returned to the surface about four] 
and a half hours after the 
morgue was set up at the Bedino 
Chapel of the Valley where the | 
bodies were taken in either Ве- | 
dino or Frank M.-Patrick J. Ryan 
ambulances. By midmorning Fri- # 
day, all the bodies had been taken И 
to other funeral homes, except ў 
two which will remain there for 
final rites. 

The explosion apparently killed ” ү 
the men in their tracks, according | 
10 rescuers. | 

“They fell where they were | 
working at the time of the ех-; 


initial victim was found. А) 
er - 


= өрүт": 
However, there were few 


physical barriers to keep rescue 
men away from the death scene. 
Their problem was the gas and 
dust. Both posed the threat of 
a new explosion. 

“You couldn’t see anything in 
(there. The smoke was black as 
j night.” a rescue worker said. 


! All Hope Abandoned. 


| It wasn’t long before any “real 
hope" of finding anyone alive 
“аз: abandoned. Then came the 
‘long wait for the final word. 

4 “Jt was a horrible, horrible 
thing," said Vigo Coroner Dr. D. 
“М. Ferguson, who was on the 
‘scene most of the night. 

“It appeared to be a heavy 
‘flash fire. a bombardment-type 
‘thing so intense and rapid they 
| had no time to do anything," Dr. | 
Ferguson, said. 

The faces and hair were singed 
on all the victims, Ferguson said, | 
г (гоп! a tremendous concussion. 
ІШ was unlike the burns а per, 


tson would suffer under pro- Ї 
longed burning, he added. | 
Wallace  Rippy, 58, Terre | 


1 Haute, one of those killed prob- | 
tably was leading the men, the 
feoroner said. Іп his роскеіз ў 
| were maps, а ball of cord and а 
‘notebook which showed the 10- 
| сайоп of the men. 

“Were there any scribblings he f. 
may have jotted down at the last 4 
moment?" the coroner was asked. 

"There wouldn't have been}! 


lime. he ا‎ ——— тағат 


tommnenity "alis РИ 


plosion, said R. E. Hudson of! 73. 
Rosedale, а state mine mspector}: REFERENCE 
who joined the 1escue crews. ОО МОТ CIRCULATE 


| “Only a couple tried tu czawl," |! 
| Hudson said. | 


| 22 Аге Unhurt. 
` Only one body could be recog: | 
nized by the features. The! 
other charred and  mangled| 
bodies were identified by the | 
| belt numbers. | 
Twenty-two other miners 


working in another section were 
unharmed and ordered to the: 
surface iinmediately. 

Initial reconstruction of the 
explosion places the point of the 
blast about two and a half miles 
down an entry headed north. 
west of the shaft. The shock 
wave apparently traveled to the 
end of the entry and echoed 
back to within a half mile of 
the shaft. There was а flash 
fire, but moments after the 
blast there was no fire. 

The explosion unloosed tous 
of coal aud earth, knocked в 
concrete апа wooden ventila- 
tors, and twisted metal machin- 
ery. 
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he scene was illuminated by 
буў or three spotlights and some 
200 persons stood in the dark 
and cold outside the rope barrier 
malined -by Indiana State Police. 


hey stood staring at the mire 
shaft, seeing nothing апа, finding 
по! words to spdak. They just 
shawed a daze off horror. 
һе story of wikt happened: 
that entry last night is yet | 
. uniold. 
| | Plan Investigation. 
Bitch Brooks, vice president 
and ;general ‘manager,’ issued |a 
statement Friday morning им 


оз 


an| investigation, would start, 


imlnediately. Не said: 
+ "Ап investigation will be held 
Saturday morning ‘at the mine 
stalting at 8:30 o'clock by Jams 
Westfield, | assistant director pf 
the Federal Bureau of Mines, and 
Charles Purcell, State Director 
of Mines. Others to take part in- 
clue Charles Ferguson, safety 
director of the United Mine 
Workers of America, insurance 
ис and jcompany. offi- 


cials.” | 
estfleld апа UMW's Fergu- 
son arrived here at 6 a.m. in 
preparation for the investigation. 
Meanwhile, іп: Washington, 
D. C., Bureau of Mines, Director 
' Marling J. Ankeny said the mine 
had been inspected by bureau 
offlcials last December! Не said 
all “disaster hazards discovered 
had. been corrected by the time 
the| inspection was completed." 
he mine in quesfion was} a 
“gabsy mine,” which АпКепВу 
said required three inspections a 
year. He^explained that most Big 
ІШЕКТЕР "gassy" and certain 


spetial precautions are necessary, | 


Brooks statement expressed 
' gratitude to all those that helped 
in the rescue operation, state po- 
licej the sheriff's department. the 
Vigb Civjl Defense units, and the 
Cross and. the Salvation 


Army whose representatives were. 


on |he scene all night. | 

e mine 'will remain closed 
unt]! after the investigation, ж- 
cording to Brooks. The investiga- 
Поп is expected to last several 
days. Мореѕ аге the mine will! be 
back in operation in a week| or 
{еп days. 


The men, who made up hal, 
of the shift at the time of the 
explosion, were assigned to two 
loading machines deep in the 
mine. | 

“We lost 22 fine men,” Brooks 
said. 

No Fault with Shaft. 


Homer Parks of We:t Terre 
"Наше, а day-shift. miner. said” 
i“? don't think {hère could һауе 
ibeen anything wrong with the 
ishaft thcy were in. They must; 
‘have hit an old shaft which had 
igas formed in it. They used іў; 


!mine other shafts here years}, 


jago.” Company officials private” 
jly agreed with his theory. 
' Parks had rushed from home 
іо help ih the rescue eifort. 

“| know every тап down 


there,” he said. “My neighbors, 
across the street is one of thems? 


| They're all family men It's real: 
ily going to be tough." | и 
Clyde Weaver of Валі. an? 
electrician, was with the crews 
that escaped the blast. | 
“We didn't even know what 

: happened," Weaver said. “KR 
1 didn't hear a thing. They called, 
! down and told' us to get out Бий 
save us no indication that апу: 
‘thing was wràng. We hurried 
| out as quick as possibic " ; 
Generated Terrific Heat. 


The heat generated by the. 
blast was so intense it melted; 
plastic insulation on trolley wires 
a mile ffom the center of the аб] 
fected area. Heat and gas drove 
hack the first rescue crews to 
enter the dust-and-smoke-filled, 


tunnels, “ TIT T* 
They donned ;gas masks ahd | 5 


AUTERA NRI: z4 
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soort recovered two bodies. State 
Police Cpt. Rufus Finney re- 
peated “flatly that "all 22 miners 
are dead" and Brooks repeated 
there was little chance anyone 
was alive. 24 

But rescue workers continued 
thair fight against deadly carbon, 
monoxide gas and the threat of 
new rock falls to: find the 
missing. 

Rescue Teams on Job. 

Six full time rescue: crews, in- 
cluding several Green Valley 
Mine employes. and also heh 


from Bicknell from the Lyhch 
Reciprocal Coal Operators} Ahso- 
ciation disaster crew, меге whrk: 
ing,on a rotating basis battling 
intense smoke in an effort 
reach the other trapped men. 

Two carloads of rock dust were 
brought in to spread over the 
area to prevent another ex. 
plosion. 


The Viking Mine was not con- 
sidered a dangerous one from 
Standpoint of gas. Precautions 
were taken to minimize the dust 
hazard. It had established a 
record of no fatalities betwecn 
1947 and 1957, and there had 
been only one fatality in the 
-mine's history. 

It has a labyrinth of tunnels 
for miles beneath the surface of 
the courty, In аП, it employes 
220 miners. ! 

The mine‘ is іп. operation 
around the clock 10 supply fuel 
for the nearby Wabash power 
plant of the Public Service Co. 
of Indiana. - 


Mine disasters |have claimed 
more than 1,800 lives in Indiana 
since 1888. 

The worst Hoosier mine disas- | 
ter on record occurred on Feb. | 


to 


20. 1925, with 56 persons killed |. 
in the. City Ооа! Co. mine near | 


Sullivan. 


Other major ones before the | 
explosion in which 22 men were 
killed near Terre Haute Friday 
night—ànd their death tolls— | 
were: = 
. April 30, 1947 — Spring Mill | 
Mine, Terre Haute, 8. 

May 22, 1941 — Panhandle 
Mine, near Bicknell, 14. ` 


July 15, 1937 — Baker Mine, 


northeast of Sullivan, 20. ! 
‘Jan. 29, 1931 — Little’ Ве, 

Mine. Sullivan County, 29. И 
"December 9, 1926 — Francisco 

Mine, Gibson County, , 377: 4 


Dust Was Terrible “УМ RCH 3 14 61 


Victim's Brother | | 


On Rescue Team 


EDITOR’S NOTE—Miner John Sangenetti, 41, was at work 
in (ће Viking mine when an explosion in another part of the 
mine sealed off his hrother, Joe, 44, and 21 other miners. 
John was among the first persons to re-enter Г mine with 


rescue crews. Пеге is his story. 


By JOHN SANGENETTI | 


As Told to United Press International, E 

I was working about three milesi from the E and I 
didn’t know what had happened until I came up. 

І went straight back down with a probing crew.,The dust and 
smake were „so bad you couldn't breathe. 

To get to the men you had to push air in front of you. First | 
you rig up ventilators—the other ones were knocked out in the ex- 
" 1 plosion—and thén vou push air 
and ғаз іп front of you, like a | 
| horseshoe so it pers around and | 
out. | 

It looked Дк a tomb. Every- 
thing was'charred and black and 
covered with coal dust. Тһе ех. 
plosion was so strong it knocked 
out cement andi wooden ventila- 
tors. It knocked! coal moles. and 
shuttle cars and roof support 
drills all over the place 

A mile ‘away the heat melted 
one-eighth inch plastic insulation 
on a trolly wire. : 

The explosion covered about a 
quarter of a mile, from the cen- 
ter to its edges. Just gas wouldn't 
have been so wide. But it kicked 


` 


Continned ‘On Page 9, Column 5. 
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Brother with 
Rescue Team 


ска ! 
E d From Page One. | 
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up coal dust, and it spreads ‘like 
wild fire. 

We went as far as we could. 
We found two bodies and then we 
had to cûme up because of the 
gas. 

I came here to work in 1954. 
Joe and hisi wife апа three kids 
were here 10 yeárs. He was а 
jerryman, an assistant laborer. 

]t was quiet , ds a grave in 
there. I know he is dead. Nobody 
stood a chance, the blast was sq 


.| terrific. » Ш i 
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Investigation of Explosion | 
At Viking Killing 22 Men | 
To Get Under Way Today | 


Llin P PRI 


Answers to Questions 
Awaited By Mourners | 


What caused Thursday night’s ghastly mine explosion which | 
сән ей out the productive lives of 22 workers? Did the men де | 
underground have any advance warning of the impending p | 
tor? Were they aware of the tomb of death which surrounded , 

m? . 

ш These questions and many others remained unanswered yes- 
terday as teams of safety offi- а 
cials prepared to subject the 
bleak cavern to a complete for- 
mal inspection this morning. 

+ + + 
PROBABLY the most tragic 
‘scene of the entire calamity was 
the gruesome task of attempting 
to identify the multilated bodies 
arranged on two rows of white 
and green sheets ай Bedino 
Chapel of the Valley in West 
Terre Haute. 

Wives of families shrieked as 
they looked upon the lifeless 
forms of their loved ones. Many 
of the relatives clung desper- 
ately to dimmed hopes that their 
| people would not be among the 
score and two who were brought 
to the chapel by the ominous 
‘ambulances shuttling back and 
i forth. from the mine. 

+ + + 
LALL THROUGH the long ordeal 
laf the mine ears perked up as 
‘the grim buzzer announcing the 
‘arrival of a coal car containing a 


“роду broke the eerie silence Бонн 
‘along the Wabash River bank. REFERENCE 


Eyes glanced hopefully toward “игү. } 
the mine shaft as the clang of ОО МОТС! XCULATS 
the car was heard indicating it 


| was approaching the surface. 


See AGONIZING HOURS 
On Page 2, Column 1 
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, OTHERS МЕКЕМ sb fortunate 


"South Eighth Street. died he 
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E 
Agonizing Hours 
Continued From Page 1 

Women screamed. Children 
cried, "Daddy." 
Relatives — wives, children, | 
fathers and mothers — peered 
through the dark opening as a 
form covered with a dull yellow 
burlap blanket came into view 
as the name of the dead man 
was called out, one family de- 
parted in agony. 
иас be | 
THE OTHERS returned to the: 


. concrete engine house 25 yards 
. from the mine entrance to await 


the next buzzer 


Thus the relatives of 22 miners 
spent mofe than eight agonizing 
hours early: yesterday morning | 
while emergency rescue crews 
probed the depths of the Viking | 
Coal Mine near West Terre 
Haute searching for the bodies 
that fell almost instantly when 
“that green devil mixed with the 
coal dust * 

Lyton Mose Fisher, 46 years 
old. of Clinton. looked at the 
mine entry and slowly ambled 
away "If ГА worked." he said, 
"Id be dead. They've already 
found the men where I'd have 
been working " 

+ + + 
FISHER TOLD reporters he 
didn't work Thursday night be. 
cause he had a cold and the doc 


tor had ordered him fo rest for 
a weck 


Other miners missed the ех. 
plosion by some strange quirk 
of fate. 


Norman Price of West Terre 


‚ Наше was sent to the other side 


of the mine shortly before the 
blast. He escaped with 22 others . 
Another man who would have 
been workin? Thursday night was 
Robert Forbes. 39. of Shelburn. 
But his wife convinced him that 
he should take the nicht off and 
accompany her and the couple's 
son to Indianapolis where the 
youth was embarking on a hitch 
in the Air Farce. : 
Жо. зай 


Jack Gummere. 3], of 1533 
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caute he worked а shift for 
a miner who failed to report. 
for duty Gummere ordinarily |. 
worked the third trick heginning | 
at midnight. He was called tnl 
work the second shift and was 
on duty when the blast occurred ' 

Alsa killed was CQGummere's | 
father, Chester Burt Gummere, | 
53. of 1115 Магу Lane | 

Another victim was Claude 
Parker of R R 7 The 44 year: | 
old man was a brother in-law of : 
State Trooper Jay Dennis who 
was called to the scene to aid 
In rescue efforts 

4. . A 
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+ + + 

BILL NORTON and Ray Stout. | 
members of the rescue team. dis: | 
covered the bodies of their sons. ; 
James I.. Norton. 28. of R R 1. 
West Terre Haute. and Roy 
Stout. 37. of Shelburn The; 
fathers went off duty tmmediate- 
ly after identifying their sons 

John Sanquenetti, 41. of R R 
2. Clinton, was at work in an- 
other part of the mine when! 
the explosion sesled off his 
brother. Joseph. 45. of R R 1. 
Rosedale. The younger San 
quenetti was on the rescue squad. 

David С Hale, 40, of R R 2. 
Linton. one of the dead men, 
was the son of Ott Hale of Lin- 
ton who was killed 30 years ago 
in an explosion which took the 
lives of 28 other miners in the 
Little Betty disester near Linton 

+ + + 

AS RELATIVES were notified 
of their less. activily began in 
the wash room where all the 
miners’ clothes were hanging 
from the cesline on chains It 
was a sad job claimin the Zar. 
ments 

“Оз С Pex пыз өшіп ги 
then: out sr a nude peed 
woman ered i НЫ ЫЯ "с 
turned with the ойс Тағ 
was supposed Th Ве a ee 
nune. How did it happen?” 

A Mile redthaired boy -- по 
more than 12 years old —moaned 
for his father as he was em | 
braced by a teenaged girl Нег | 
father was down there too | 

+ + + 
ANOTHER CABLE car reached 
the ton А deputy came over 
and said. "It's Jack ` 

Oh. no It cant be Jack. 
screams a sister А short lime 
later her father was brpuzht out 
of the mine. She was helped 
away bv police officers Others 
made the long walk back tn the 
engine house. 

A reporter went to the engine 
house to call in the story A wife 
got hysterical when he described 
the scene Тһе receiver was 
placed back on the hook without 
anv explanation 

Soon the sun was shining and 
the next tọ last cable саг was 
coming out of the shaft, The little 
redhead clutched his‘ mother's 
hand and this time he didn't cry. 
“Daddy.” as a deputy sheriff ap 
proached. He already knew so he | 
turned and walked toward a car : 

Suddenly the last car surfaced, 
Тһе identification of the body 
took just a few seconds Now it 
was time to go home. 


dee Du ne 
Blast Dead” 


CLARENCE CHUBB, 37, Hy- 
mera. 

ROBERT DAVIS, 27, 3122 
North Twenty-third Street, Terre 
Haute. 

CHESTER GARDNER, 34, Fon- 
tanet. 

WILLIAM GATTI, 37, 2901 
Lafayette Avenue, Terre Haute. 

BURL GUMMERE, 53, 1115 
Mary Lane, Terre Haute. 

JACK GUMMERE, 31, 1533 
South Eighth Street, Terre Haute. 

THOMAS GURCHIEK, 52, 1803 
Margaret Avenue, Terre Haute. 

DAVID C. HALE, 590, R. R. 2, 
Linton. 
| GEORGE HILL, JR, 54, 578 
South Court Street, Sullivan. 

MAX M'GAUGHY, 34, 3235 
North Fifteenth Street, Terre 
Haute. 
| JAMES L. NORTON, 28, 
R. R. 1, West Terre Haute. 

CLAUDE PARKER, 44, R. R. 
1, Terre Haute. | 

AMIL PETIT, 34, R. R. 1, Shel- 
| burn. 

ELMO RANARD, 54, Dugger. 

JOHN M. RANDALL, 62, R. R. 
1, Rosedale. 

WALLACE RIPPY, 58, 432 Sec- 
ond Avenue, Terre Haute. 

! JOSEPH SANQUENETTI, 45, 
; R. R. 1, Rosedale. 
! WILLIAM SCOTT, 56, 2101 
‘Spang Avenue, Terre Haute. 
+ GEORGE S. SMITH, 59, К. К. 
“1, Clinton. 
ROY STOUT, 126 South State 
| Street, Shelburn. 
! JOHN STULTZ, 49, 225 North 
‚ Main Street, Sullivan. 
|| JAMES TURLEY, 55, В. В. 1, 
Н Farmersburg. 
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WOEFUL WAITING — Darkness only added to the woe of the relatives of the 22 men killed 
Thursday night in an explosion at the Viking Mine eight miles northwest of the city. Miners’ 
wives and other relatives seemed almost helpless in their attempts to comfort the grieving Ё 
colleagues as shown above. 7 


rs 


ISSION COMPLETED — Rescue team workers are shown lifting the last of the bodies of the 
29 men killed Thursday night in an explosion at the Viking Mine from the coal car in which 


it was brought out. The last body was surfaced at 7:35 o'clock yesterday morning, uM 


12 hours after the blast occurred about 2% miles from the main entrance to the mine. 
© ——————M—À ———— rer TT аа аны аа 
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explosion | area: failed ‘to 'reveal: 
answers’ бо hêw. the Eas accumu- 
lated in the area and why it was 
not discovered: sooner, Ferguson 
advised? . ! ^ «х 72 ача 
“Зеб Hearing Thursday, | 
A formal hearing has been. set 
for 9:30. a.m." Thursday, called by! 
harles Purcell, director of е 
ndiana .Bureau of. Mines - and 
ining, according to Ferguson. 
; Place of the hearing has not 
been’ disclosed. However, Fergu- 
son said “іў will be here in Terre, 
Haute" and will deal with. ques- | 
tioning. of company. and union 
representatives and others. 
Early Monday, Ferguson said a 
small group of investigators were, 
preparing to. re-enter. the depths 


I 
! 


Fergusom said thé mine, locati 
ed.on the west bank of tlte 
Wabash River, about two miles 
east об U. S. Highway 150 and 
about; fight miles north of West 
Terre Haute, contains а nümber 
of worked out rooms and entries 


| Continued on Page 1, Column 4. 
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Топ the level in which the 22 vic- 


‘ 


tims were working. . 
Visit Worked Out Areas, т 


It ів these areas, he said, that 
the investigators planned to ex- 
plore today in hopes of finding 
the answer to how the deadly 
methane gas accumulated unde- 
tected. It is theorized that the 
explosion occurred when the con- 
tinuous loader, on which one 
unit of the victims were working, 
cut through the coal face into 
the gas-filled pocket. T 

Origination of the gas. was 
viewed. by Ferguson as a focal 
.point in the investigation since 
“this didn’t happen in 15 min- 
utes" but must have been in the 
area: for зоте! time. 

Force of the blast covered a 
2,000- foot area. At. no time was 
the, mine's general. ventilation 
system. halted, completely, offi- 


“аав pointed out. 


“Sunday, the investigators re 
portedly “sealed off” various sec- 
tionss.of . the; mine. and.) then 
opened ‘doors to see if methane 
gas would accumulate. + 
‘Gas’ Fails\ to Develop. 
They reported the experiment 
negative, adding: “If it (the gas) 
it would h b 
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noticeable in 30 minutes. ine 
doors were open nearly one and 
one-half hours. 

In the party of investigators 
are Ferguson and Purcell; James 
Westfield, assistant director of 
the United States Bureau of 
Mines; company and insurance 
officials, and other safety ех- 
perts. ' 

Westfield reportedly expressed 
the opinion that most of-the facts 
should be in the hands of the in- 
vestigation team by "Thursday's 
formal] hearing. He noted that 
sworn statements of mine work- 
ers and company officials should 
round out the investigation. 

According to Ferguson, the 
gas accumulation is a perplexing 
mystery since mine records show 
no appreciable amount of gas in 
the mine for the past six months. 

Expressions of concern from 
noted personalities include that 
of 82-year-old John L. Lewis, 
former UMWA president, who 
retired in January of 1960 and 
was replaced by then Vice Presi- 
dent Thomas Kennedy. Lewis re- 
portedly has been in close con- 
tact with the local inspection 
team. | 

Hold Funeral Rites 


Meanwhile, funeral services 


land burial of the 22 miners con- 


tinued, one of them a dual serv- | 
ice for a father апа son. | 
Sunday services included those 
of Elmo Ё. Ranard, 53, and | 
David C. Hale, 40, both at Dug- 
ger; Clarence E. Chubb, 37, and 


'Amil В. Petit, 34, both at Hy- 


mera; Roy Leon Stout, 37, at 
'Shelburn; George Hill Jr., 53, at 
Sullivan; James Turley, 55, at 
Farmersburg, and. George 5. 
Smith, 54, at Clinton. 

Services for the remaining 14 
victims were. scheduled for Mon- 
day and Tuesday—10 of them 
Monday and four Tuesday. ( 

The Monday services are as 
follows; Wallace. Rippy, 58, of 
1116 South. Fourth street, 10:30 
a.m. from the Bedino Chapel of 
the Valley; Robert L. Davis, 27, 
3122 North Twenty-third street, 
11 a.m. from the Thomas Funeral 
Home, and John: Martin Randall, 


163, of RR 1, Rosedale, 10 a.m. at 


Clinton. 


‚ .Also; William C. Scott, 56, of 
12101 Spang avenue, 1 p.m. from 
ithe Thomas Funeral Home; Ches- 


ter D. Gardner, 34, 1 p.m. at Fon- 
tanet$.James L. Norton, 28, of 
RR іў West Terre Haute, 1 p.m. 
from the Bedino Chapel; John 
Eli 510162 49, 2 p.m. at Sullivan, 


and seph C. Sanquenetti Sr., 
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“| Tuesday services will include 
those for Claude W. Parker, 44, 
„| of RR 7, 10 a.m.; William Gatti, 
‚|37, of 2901 Lafayette avenue, 1 
“[р.т.. and Max Е. McGaughy, 33. 
of 3235 North Fifteenth street, | 
3 p.m.. all from the Thomas Ға.) 
j neral Home, and Thomas Gur. |! 
ij chick. 52, of 1803 Margaret avc. | 


Інце, 10 a.m. from the Call | 
Funeral Home. к Е eu 


Legislators Mourn | 


в в , r 7 
Viking Mine s Dead 
STAR ARCH Жї, ( PT 

INDIANAPOLIS, March 3. —4 
(—The Indiana House of Reprej 
sentatives passed a resolution об 
mourning today for the 22 miners! 
killed in the explosion near Terre’ 
Haute Thursday night. 

The resolution, adopted hy 
voice vote, was sponsored by the 
three Terre Haute House mem 
bers — Democratic Representa 
tives Birch E. Bayh, Jr. and Jack 
I. Neaderhiser and Republican. 
John D. Ennis. 

After passage of the resolution, 
the House observed a moment of! 
silence in memory of the dead 
miners and sent the resolution’ 
over to the Senate. 

During the day President Ken- 
nedy's sympathy was extended tof 
families of the 22 men. Governor] 
Matthew E. Welsh sent telegrams 
expressing both his and the Pres- 
ident’s sympathy after a tele] 

| phone cal} from the White House. 
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Investigators Fail to Find Source 4^ 
Of Gas in Viking Mine Explosion 


p^ Э 6 - 1G% 


Е edd and state mine safety | 


‘officials reported some progress 


last night following the second 
day of investigations to deter- 
mine the source of deadly meth- 
ane gas which seeped into the 
Viking Coal Mine Thursday 
night setting off an explosion 
that killed 22 miners. 

But the primary question re- 
mained unanswered—how did the 
gas accumulate in the area and 
why wasn’t it discovered sooner? 

James Westfield, assistant di- 
rector of the United States Bu- 
reau of Mines, said his party 
“didn’t find many of the answers 
we were looking for." Тһе in. 
vestigation will continue this 
morning, he added. 

+ + + 
MEANWHILE, services for eight 
of the dead men were conducted 


«s friends and relatives gathered ; 
| under gloomy, overcast skies to 
pay their last respects. The re- 


maining 14 will be buried today 
and tomorrow. 


: : A | 
Following (Ве investigators’ 


second trip underground, Charles 
Ferguson, assistant safety direct- 
or of the United. Mine Workers 
of America, told newsmen, “We 
will stay here until we have the 
answers.” 

He said the most important 
(question was to determine where 
fhe gas originated which was re- 
sponsible for the deadly blast. He 
emphasized that the substance 


had been in the shaft for some: 


time. “This didn’t happen in 15 
minutes,” he added. 
+ + + 

A FORMAL HEARING has been 
set for 9:30 o'clock Thursday 
morning at which time repre- 
sentatives of the eompany, union 
and others will be questioned by 
the inspectors. 1t was not known 
last night where the meeting site 
will Бе. 

The investigators agreed there 
probably had been interruptions 


in ventilation over a period of jl 
225 aen пе main _fans ў 


Center of the explosion was at | 2 
the fourth north entry, according ў 
lo the officials. Force of the? 
blast travelled about 2,000 feet, У 


reports indicated. 
тог 


| MOST of yesterday’s activity con- 1 


| See MINE 
On Page 3, Column 6 


Mine 


Continued From Page ! 

sisted of sealing off various sec: ! 
tions of the mine and then open-! 
ing doors to see if methane would 
accumulate. It didn’t. “If it were 
present it would have been no- 
ticeable in 30 minutes.” Fergu- 
son said The doors were open 
nearly one and one-half hours. 

The U. M. W. A. executive also 
noted evidence of smoking in the 
mine, but he discounted ifs. im- 
portance. What touched off the 
explosion is secondary, he said, 
to locating the source of the gas. 

Investigators said records 
showed no appreciable amount 
of gas in the mine for the past 
six months. 

Westfield said the investiga- 
tors anticipated having most of 
the facts in time for Thursdav’s 
hearing. He said the sworn testi- 
mony of mine workers and com- 
pany officials should round out 
the investigation. 


former U. М. W. A. President 
John L. Lewis, now retired, has 
“expressed deep concern” over 
the tragedy and has been in close 
contact with the inspection 
(сат. The 82-year-old man ге- 
tired in January, 1960, and was 
replaced by Vice President 
Thomas Kennedy. 

Buried yesterday were Eling F. 
Ranard, 53 years old, and David 
C. Hale, 40. at Dugger; Clarence 


| 


ў 
, 


+ + -+ 
IT ALSO was announced that 
ДАЙ 


E. Chubb, 37, and Amil В. Petit. | 


34, at Hymera; Коу І, Stout, 37, 
at Shelburn; George Hill. 33, at | 
Sullivan; James Turley, 55, atl 
Farmersburg, and  Georse 5. 
Smith, 54, at Clinton. 
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'U. S., State Mine Disaster Investigators 
‘Condemn Practice of Smoking in Viking 


ШУГЕ 


Both federal and Indiana in- 


vestigators issued reports уеѕіег- clined comment until they have қ 


. day condemning the practice of 
smoking in the Viking Mine 
where 22 workers died in an ex- 
plosion March 2. 

The inspectors did not go so 
far as to blame smoking for the 
blast at the Viking Coal Corpora- 
tion mine, but both reports found 
explosive methane gas and coal 
dust were set off by an open 
flame or spark. 


1 Пате, and 


| “The permissible 


i| igniting gas . . 


АГІ 
_ оз» of the mine de-| 


a chance to study the full re- j 
ports. 

“Smoking underground evi- f 
dently was a common practice,” ў 
said the Bureau of Mines, “апа 
management did not have ар 
searching program to assure that j 
smokers’ articles were not car-[: 
ried into the mine." 

Federal investigators reported ў 
14 of the 22 blast victims were 
carrying either lighters, сіра- 
rettes or matches. Eight of the! 
dead had both lighters and ciga- 
rettes. 


Sate are ys Def 


+ + + 
THE EXPLOSION came, said the | 
report, “when an explosive тіх- 
ture of methane-air was ignited 
by an electric arc or spark from 
electrical equipment or an open 
the explosion was | 
propagated by methane and coal | 
dust.” 
Made public by the Intcrior De- ў 
partment, the report said further: ў 
loading ma- 
chine and continuous miners were 
found in a non-permissible condi- 
tion when examined after the ex- 
plosion. 


TER + 
THE NON-PERMISSIBLE shuttle 
cars had numerous openings into 
arcing electrical components, and 
all the equipment was capable of 


Both federal and state inspec- 


|| tors had rated the Viking Mine as 


| *gassy" 


к 


in tours prior to the 
blast, in which 33 other workers 


cl escaped injury. л. 


Vid ЛИТ? тое pmi 


A similar report was released. 
by Charles А. Purcell, who head- 
ed the Indiana ‘Bureau f Mines 
See VIKING PROBE 
On Page 2, Column 6 


Viking Probe 


Continued From Page 1 

and Mining at the time of the ex. 

Mosion. 

| “I think that it (the Eas) was |: 

ignited by an arc, spark or flame 

Зь e м5 ame 
——————— 


й 
Bator} jktated the mahagement 
should jnitiate a searching pro- 
gram! assure that smokers’ 


ON to criticizing poor mue j not carried into the 


| rented by [пе of the men ог one 
jaf the majhines . . " he said. 


IN ADD 


e 
| "No опе] should ever take any 
ype of smoking ‘material, 

atches o lighters underground 

t any time. There are two rea- 
ons for this. First, it is unlaw. 
ful. Secogd. it is very hazard. 
us." , 

Both gróups came up with a 
jeries df recommendations in 
heir repofts. The U. S. Bureau 
isted 23 |recommendations and 
he Indiana Bureau listed nine. 
| Both inkluded the recommen. 
Hation that taking any type of 

smoking Inaterial, matches ог 

lighters underground should be 
prohibited} the federal investi- 
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Schedule Funeral Services 
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Set Rites for 
Mine Victims 


Funeral arrangements have been completed for the 22 miners 


i who met death in Thursday night's explosion at the Viking minc. 


| The arrangements follow: 


| С. BURL AND JACK GUMMERE—Dual funeral services for С. 
! Burl Gummere, 53 years old, of 1115 Mary Lane, and his son Jack, 


tof 1533 South Eighth street, will 
‘be at 1:30 o'clock Monday after- 
noon at the DeBaun Funeral 
i Home. The Rev. John Rawlings 
Iwill officiate and burial will he 
[іп Roselawn Memorial Park. 


JAMES L. NORTON—Funeral 
services for James L. Norton, 28 
years old, of RR 1, West Terre 
Haute. will be at 1 o'clock Mon- 
| day afternoon at the Bedino 
Chapel of the Valley. The Rev. 
| James Dickey will officiate and 


tery. 
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burial will be in Bethesda ceme- 


МАХ E. McGAUGHY--Funer- 
al services for Max E. McGaughy,- 


Continued From Page One. 


graveside services conducted by 
William Penn Masonic Lodge. 


33 years old, di 325% North Fini coerce? may сан Affen бао 
teenth street, will be at 3 o'clock (“Паў evening. 

Tuesday afternoon at the Thom- WILLIAM GATTI — Funera! 
as Funeral Home. The Rev. В. C. i services for William Gatti, 37 
Mowery will officiate and burial | years old. of 2901 Lafayette ave- 


will be in Roselawn Memorial | nue, will be at 1 o'clock Tuesday 
Park. afternoon at the Thomas Funer- 
CLAUDE W. PARKER-—Fu.|3l Home. The Rev. Robert Davis 


neral services for Claudé W. wa officiate and burial will be 
Parker, 44 years old, of RR 7, іп Roselawn Memorial Park. He 
will be at 10 o'clock Tuesday was a veteran of World War II. 
morning at the Thomas Funeral | Friends may call after 2 o'clock 
Home. The Rev. Н. Н. Howell | Monday afternoon. 

will officiate and burial will be} ROBERT L. DAVIS — Funeral 
іп Roselawn Memorial Park, with {services for Robert L. Davis. 27 
Continued On Page 10, Column 2.) third street, will be at 11 o'clock 
Monday afternoon at the Thomas 
Funeral Home. The Rev William 
Saunders will officiate and burial 
will be in Highland Lawn ceme- 
tery. He was a member of the 
First Assembly of God Church. 


WILLIAM E. SCOTT—Funeral 
services for William E. Scott, 56 
years old, of 2101 Spang avenue, 
will be at 1 o’clock Monday after- 
noon at the Thomas Funeral 
Ноте. The Rev. Neil Kuns will 
officiate and burial will be in 
ол Memorial Park. 
| CHESTER D. GARDNER—Fu- 
neral services for Chester D. 
Gardner, 34 years old, of Fon- 
tanet, will be at 1 o'clock Mon- 
day afternoon at the Mattox 
Funeral Home at Fontanet. The 
Rev. Albert Emmert will officiate 
and burial will be in Roselawn 
Memorial Park. 


DAVID С. HALE — Funeral 
services for David C. Hale, 40 
years old. of RR 2, Linton, will 
be at 2:30 o’clock Sunday after- 
noon at the Morris Chapel 
Church. near Dugger. The Rev. 
John Jerrells will officiate and 
burial will be in the adjoining 
cemetery. The body is at the 
Newkirk Funeral Home ай 
Dugger. 

ELMO F. RANARD—Funeral 
services for Elmo F. Ranard. 53 
years old. of Dugger. will be at 
11 o'clock Sunday morning at 
the Newkirk Funcral Home at 
Dugger. Robert Porter of the 
Jehovah's Witnesses will officiate 
and burial will be in Dugger 
cemetery. He was a member of, 
the Dugger Masonic Lodge andi 
the Scottish Rite, Valley of Terre 
Haute. 


years old, of 3122 North Twenty- | 


JOIN MARTIN RANDALL — 
Funeral services for John Martin 
Randall 63 years old, of RR 1, 
Rosedale, will be at 10 o'clock 
Monday morning at the Frist 
Funeral Home at Clinton. The 
Rev. Chester Martin will officiate 
and burial will be in Riverside 
cemetery at Clinton. 

GEORGE SANFORD SMITH— 
Funeral services for George San- 
‘ford Smith, 65 years old, of RR 
11, Clinton (Fairview Park), will 
ыссы у Ба» 


5 noon at the Frist Funeral Home. 
|The Rev. Joseph L. Baker will 
officiate and burial will be in 
Helt's Prairie Cemetery, north of 
Clinton. Graveside services will 
he conducted by Jerusalem Lodge 
No. 99, К. & A. M. of Clinton. of l 
iwhich he was a member. 
WALLACE RIPPY — Funeral 
services for Wallace Rippy. 58. 
vears old, of 1116 South Fourth | 
street, will be at 10:30 o'clock | 
Monday morning at the Bedino | | 
Chapel of the Valley. The Rev. | 
Dale Cottom will officiate. Inter: | 
ment will be in Roselawn Memori- | 
al Park. 
JAMES TURLEY — Funeral 
services for James Turley, 55 
years old, of Farmersburg, will 
be at 2 o'clock Sunday after- 
noon at the Fidler and Wood Fu- 
neral Home at Farmersburg. In- 
terment will be in West Lawn 
, cemetery there. 


GEORGE HILL—Funeral serv- 
ices for George Hill, 53 years old, 
of 578 South Court street, Sulli- 
van, will be at 2 o’clock Sunday 
afternoon at the  Carrithers 
Funeral Home. The Rev. James 
McKinney will officiate апа 
burial will be in West Lawn 
cemetery at Farmershurg. 

JOHN ELI STULTZ—Funeral || 

, services for John Eli Stultz, 49! 
years old, of 225 North Main 
strect, Sullivan, will be at 2 
o'clock Monday afternoon at the | 
Alexander Funeral Home at Sul. 
livan. The Rev. Fred Rice will 
officiate and burial will be in 
Center Ridge cemetery. Friends |: 
may call after noon Sunday at 
the funeral home. 


JOSEPH С. SANQUENETTI:/ 
SR.—Funeral services for Joseph 
C. Sanquenetti Sr., 45 years old, 
RR 1, Rosedale, will be at 1:30 
o'clock Monday afternoon at the 
Frist Funeral Home in Clinton. 
Interment will be in Roselawn 
Memorial Park. Graveside rites 
will be conducted by Rosedale 
Masonie Lodge 259, of which he 
was a member. 


AMIL В. PETIT — Funeral 
services for Amil В. Petit. 34 | 
years old, of Hymera, will be at 
1 o'clock Sunday afternoon at the 
McHugh Funeral Home at Hy- | 
mera. The Rev. Russell Black |! 
will officiate and burial will be 
in K. of P. cemetery there. | 


THOMAS GURCHIEK—-Funor- | 
al services for Thomas Gurchiek. | 
52 vear old. 1803 Margaret ave- 
nuc. will he at 10 a.m. Tuesday 
at the Callahan Funeral Home. 

ROY LEON STOUT—Funeral 
services. for. Rov Leon Sint 27 
years old, of Shelburn, will he 
at 2 o’clock Sunday afternoon at 
the McHugh Funeral Home at; 
Shelburn. The Rev. Н. П. Howell | 
will officiate and burial will he | 
in Little Flock cemetery. 


| neral 


E. CHUBB—Fu 
services for 51 а 
à ! mera, 
Chubb, 37 years old. о yn 
will be at 3 o'clock Sunday after 
noon at Hymera Church of God 


ил 
The Rev. Noah Beadle and the | 
Rev. William Simpson will ot- 
ficiate and burial will be in К. 
of Р cemetery at Hymera The | 
hody was taken to the McHugh 
Funeral Home at Hymera. and 
later transferred to the residence, 
where friends may call. 
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‘Mine Workers’ Views 
on Viking Explosion | 


-f 11 аж 4 ў "A й 2: 

(Бу Nell ay ы 
A watch with its wrist-band 
{wisted from heat, the white face 
blarkened and the hands stopped 
at 7:30—and two thermos bol- 
tles standing by, upright, un- 
touehed—these are some of the 


mule evidences found at the 
disaster scene of the Viking j 
mine. 


These and many other thinzs 
nave been noted py those who, 
for days, have been probing and 
investigating, trying to determ- 
ine the cause of the catastrophe 
that took the lives of 22 men on 
March 2 at the mine located just 
azross the Wabash River from 
the north end оў Terre Haute. 

Still unable to determine the 
Ч cause, state and federal hearing: 
evened Thursday at the County 
| Courthouse in Terre Haute, wiin 
Mr. Westfield of the Federal Bu- 
"cau Of Mines from Washington, 
D. C.. on hand; Charles Ferguson 
of the United Mine Workers 
Safety Division, also from Wash-! 
‘ооп. and the Indiana Chief 
Mine Inspector Charles Purcell. 

On that Thursday, Mareh 2 


"p at quilting time. АП had gone | 
"el. The second shift cam 
pov at 4 o'clock, to work till 
апе. 

These the 


men Viking 


at 
counted themselves lucky among 
ininers, for there were 180 of 
them still working full eight- 
hourt shifts, five days a week. 
Lucky up to that Thursday when 
122 of them. aged 22 to 65, di- 
; vided into two crews, each with 
ıa foreman, and went to the 
! north. run of the mine. Only 
| onl dust, burned bodies апі: 
burned debris remained to tell 
their story. 

What happened? What caused | 
ii? 

Lack of modern equipment? 
afr, Ernest Goad, president ог 
ne United Mine Workers Dis- 
trict 11 here. says no. 

Lagk of protecting safety laws? 
Again no. 

Officially no one knows— 
thouzh some wil admit they 
have their own theories. 

Unofficially one miner said it. 

"Sure I know what caused it. 
Um ne gas expert or anything |! 
156: but yon don’t have to be 
no expert to figure it. It was 
three things. Dust is опе. There 
*ouldn't be dust six inches 
‘nick on the floor. Number two. 
Sockets of gas, Three, not enough 

| creak-throughs. Ought to be 
yoreakthrouchs for air every 45 
|| rset, not 90. 
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| 


‘he day shift at the Viking came the mine, Mr. 


what caused it.” 


ing. 


Тобі 


—- 


“Then there's these bug lights. 
T'sed іс be we wore gas lights, 

alked into a place, there was 

ny gas—npoof!--and that was іс. 
They've gotta crack down on the 
inspections.’ 

Talkin» wilh Mr. Goad, presi- 
dont. and Mr. Ralph Day. s2cre- 
tary-treasurer of District 11, in 
‘he Terre Haute U. М. W. office. 
we learned a litlle more of the 
facts that lie behind such a dis- 
aster and such an operation as 
20es on at th» Viking mine. 

The 22 men who perished were ў 
all members of Local 9162, U. 
M. W. We also gct a chance tof 

elk with their local president, E 
Clifford Kovaleski, 303 North f 
11th, of Terre Haute, and Jack 
Wilfon, 1344 Ohio Street, Terre 
Haute. mine committeeman, both | 
volne, men. , 

They told us that everybody at 
‘he mine is laid off until after 
the investigation is -over and 
there has been some determina- 
tion'as to what caused the fatal 
explosicn. Asked if they wouldn'uU че 
be afraid to go back down into,” 


цан — 777 
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Kovaleski said, 
“Мо, of course not;” but Mr. Wil- 
fon hesitated before he said, 
"Not until after they figure out 


During our talk Mr. Goad said. 
"I don't know how they can fig- 
ure it out in that ecurtroom to- 
morrow if they couldn't do it 
all this past week at the mine." 

“To the best of my memory. 
he went on, “J can't remember 
anything like this in the country 
taking so long to pinpoint. Іі 
just seems to go against al] the 
rules." 

The Viking coal mine is amonz 
the most modern. It is thor-; 
oughly mechanized with the 
ereat $150.000 Col-Mol machines! 
for boring in and digging at the! 
coal, rectifiers, loading machines ў 
and conveyors. 

The mine is located right next 
to the Public Service Co.'s een- 
erating plant and the electricity У 
they make is from the coal mined 
here and carried over by con- 
veyor. The Viking mine supplies : 
coal {с no other outfit. 

The basir rate of pay for 
miners is $2425 for an eight- 
Ваш day—when іһеуте work- 
At the Viking miners no: 
longer wield pick-axes or other } 
such hand equipment—they are 
machine operators entirely. 

In fact, it was a short time 
ago that two new Col-Mol ma- | 
chines were installed in the mine 
and it caused 35 men to be laid E 


D 


тт Tn --- 
Asked their 


feeling оп this 
sort of mechanization which | 
causes lav-offs, Mr. Coad ex- | 


plained that the United Mine 
Workers have never tried to balk 
this sort of modernization, that 
they feel the solution lies in 
more shifts and less hours. 

“Also,” he said, “Better pay for 
ithe younger men ара pensions 
| for the older fellows.” 

Mr. Kovaleski added, "Sure. 
we're nct the only industry with: 
this problem. They've got it in, 
auto and in steel—all over the} 
country." 
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last Thursday and its results will! 
Hi be made public in about a month.? 
a spokesman said. 1 


„== — “ГЖ” --- 
r 
Work in Viking; | 
МАЧО Ы | 
Between 15 and 20 miners 
were scheduled (0 return to work 
at 12:01 o'clock this morning in 
the Viking Coal Mine which f 
claimed the lives of 22 miners jj 
March 2. All employes will re- 
port for their regular shifts. 
Colvin Burk, general super- б 


intendent, said the men of the ¥ 
repair and maintenanve shift er 


be working in the west section 
of the mine which was not af- 
fected by the fatal explosive} 


blast. E 
Birch Brooks. vice president} 
and general manager, said the f 
United States Bureau of Mines| 
and the State Bureau of Mines; 
and Mining have given the сот-| 
pany permission to begin clean- | 
ing up the blasted area. He said | 
this should take about three 
weeks; another inspection will be 
necessary before this portion of 
the mine may be opened, he 
added. 

The mine was closed ҒоПом- | 
ing a gas explosion while fed.| 
eral and state inspectors 3| 


tempted to determine (he source 


4 of deadly methane раз which 
4 seeped into the mine and appar- 
ently caused !he catastrophe. | 


A hearing was conducted here; 


— : 
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Viking Inspection 
“То Reopen Today 
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Safety Study SER 


| |n Explosion Area 
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Two announcements of signi- 
ficance in connection with the 
Viking Mine disaster, which oc- 

4 сиггей March 2 and took the lives 
Ё 22 men, were made last eve- 
ning by Charles Purcell, director 
‘of the Indiana Bureau of Mines 
| and Mining. 


1 Personal belongings of the 
| victims now are released to the : 
| families, it was stated. by the. 
four parties conducting the hear- ! 
ing on the disaster. 

باط اق — 


— 
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INSPECTION of one portion of 

the explosion area to see if it is 
iready to be reopened will begin 
{аі 8 o'clock this morning by 
| representatives of the United 
| States Bureau of Mines, the In- 
| diana Bureau of Mines and Min- 


—— 


‘ing and the Mine Safety Com- 


; mittee, composed of members of 
г District 11, United Mine Workers 
; of America. 


Authorization to reopen the un- 
: affected area of the mine was 
i given March 11 and it reopened 
: March 13. Repair of the affected 
г areas began at that time. 

The Seventh West area is now 
-restored and is the part to be in- 
; spected today. 
à Тоон 
‘HEARING on the disaster was 
iconducted March 10 in the Vigo 
| Circuit Court Room by four men 
ireprestnting the United States 
| Bureau, the Indiana Bureau, the 
: company and the union, Until the 
hearing was completed the per- 
‘sonal belongings of the victims 


4 


j were kept for evidence. 


4 They have been in the hands of | 


1Согопег D. M. Ferguson, who is 


{moving his office Monday from | 


1126 South Sixth Street to 648 
„ Walnut Street. 


. Families may call at his office 
г on South Sixth Street until Mon- 
‚дау to obtain the personal be- 
' longings and after Monday at 648 
' Walnut Street. 


7 "The Green Valley Mine is ор- | 
erated by the Bledsoe Coal Com- 


pany and serves the Public Serv- 
ice power plants along with the 
Viking Mine. While the Viking 
Mine was closed after the disas- 


ter, the Green Valley Mine was | 


the sole supplier for the plants. І 
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Viking Manager’ | 
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In a statement issued yester- 
day, Birch Brooks, vice president 
and general manager of the Vik- 
ing Coal Corporation. said he | 
does not wish to comment on the 
report which appeared in the; 
United Mine Workers’ Journal 
pertaining to the causes of the 
Viking Mine disaster. 


The disaster, which occurred 
March 2, claimed the lives of 22 
men, including 20 members of 
the U. M. W. A. 


“Any statement that І, or any 
member of the investigating com- 
mittee would make at this time,” 
Brooks said, “would be prema- 
ture since members of this com- 
mittee are still continuing the. 
investigation. 


“When finished, a complete ге- 
port, signed by all four терге] 
sentatives of the various agen 
cies, will be released. This ер: 
tire committee consists of repre: 
sentatives of the Indiana Bureau 
of Mines and Mining, the United: 
States Bureau of Mines, the! 
United Mine Workers Safety Di: 
vision, and the Mine Manage 
ment." 
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М ; Federal, State 
‘and | | State” | Experts Study 


Blast Bience| 


Mer q, 2290 
Meeting at 9:30 a.m. fh the 


Investigators Seek | ae tise 
Source of Explosion 22111. 


certain the truth as to what hap- 


di ТУУ) Gf Ge pened in there” and from where 
77% 7 the methane gas originated that 

By EULETA GLOVER N off the gas and dust ex- 
“І can think of no better way to open this meeting, е еве 
seeking the truth regarding the explosion that killed 22] шае were P. J. euh. diatcicl 


of our. buddies, than to invoke the blessing of the author 
of truth," Charles Purcell, director of the Indiana Bureau 
of Mines and Mining, declared Thursday in opening a 
formal.closed hearing into facts surrounding the. Viking | 
Mine explosion of last Thursday night. 


supervisor for the U. S. Burcau 
of Mines; Charles Ferguson. safe- 
ty director for the United Mine 
Workers of America, and Birch 
Brooks, vice president and gen- 
eral manager of the Viking Coal 
Company. 

The courtroom was almost 
filled to capacity as Purcell 
opened the session with prayer 
and a statement of purpose of the 
inquiry. 

“This is not a public hearing, 


ifs not a qma I suppose you 
would call it more of a question 
and answer period in an attempt 
to learn the truth.” he explained. 
in asking all, except the inquiry 
ENCE participants. to leave the court- 
room. 
LA i$ Among the local, state and na- 
tional mining figures scated im- 
mediately behind the inquiry 
panel were: Ernest Goad of 
> gi Terre Haute. president of Dis- 
community АҒЫМ ЫГ trict 11. UMWA: James West- 
field, inspector for the Federal 
wreau of Mines, and  Hobert 
Miler, Indiana Commissioner of 
' Labor. 


It has been speculated, based 
on past hearings in such matters, 
that the inquiry may consume 
fwo days of detiberation and 
questioning. 


Those scheduled to assist the 
panel principally consist of mine 
personnel, rescue team members, 

TT Y^ ч company officials. union, state 
Vit ТТ I ^ TRARY and federal mine safety experts 
484443 who figured in the rescue ог sub- 


sequent investigation. 
TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA : : 


Closed Since Explosion, 


The slope mine, normally em- 
ploying 175 lo 200 men in supply- 
ing coal for the nearby Wabash, 
Power Generating Station of the 
Public Service Company of In- 

i diana. Ine.. has been closed since 
{he explosion. 

Purcell stated Friday that re- 
ported information that the main 
west section of the mine. the area! 
not effected by the we Qu 
probably would be reopened for! 
work Monday “ts unfounded at! 
this time.” 

He added that it could happen| 
| hut no such order has been given 

і іо date and in апу such order 
| his office would necessarily 


REFER! 


He noted that “there are not! 
too many persons to question” at 
the hearing “since all those who 
really knew what happened are | 
lead.” АП workers in the ex- 


plosion arca were dead when 
reached by rescue leams. 

The mine is located about; 
eight miles north of West Terre 
Наше and east of U. S. Highway 
"150 on the west bank of the 


Wabash River. 


Secret Hearing" 
Thursday on 


IMine Disaster 
2,.1- уч=Ў ЗЫ 


Officials investigating the 
Viking Mine blast which killed 
22 men spent a final day Wednes- 
“day probing for data before 
Thursday’s hearing. 

The hearing is scheduled for 
Thursday at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Vigo Cireuit Court room under 
ithe direction of Charles Purcell, 
director of the Indiana Bureau 
of Mines and Mining. 

Its purpose will be to deter- 
mine the cause of the explosion 
which wiped out 22 lives last 
Thursday evening. Generally 
‘officials seem to agree the blast 
awas caused by gas and dust, but 


was the source of the gas and 
dwhat set off the explosion. 
The hearing will be closed to 


the public once questioning of 
witnesses begins. Witnesses will 
be kept out of the court room 
until they take the stand so that 
no witness will hear the testi-! 
mony of the others. 

Those called to testify will be 
miners, company representatives, 
and men who participated in the 
investigation of the explosion. 


| 


1 


ithe prime questions are what | 


REFERENCE 
оо NOT CIRCULATS 


Community АҒАН Fil 


VIGO ЖҮ Prot LIBRARY 


TERRE HAUTE, MEDI Asia 


Vi ing Explosion 
nauiry Confinues 


Fifth day of investigation of 
the disastrous explosion at 
Viking Mine the night of March 
2 which took 22 lives will be 
today. 

It will be the last day of ex- 
amination of the mine prior to 
the opening of the hearing on 
the disaster, which will be at 9:30 
o'clock Thursday morning in the 
Vigo Circuit Court Room. 

The hearing will be closed 
to the public after the examina- 
tion of witnesses begins, it was 
stated last night by those in 
charge. Following the opening of 
;|the hearing, the witnesses will 
1| be separated and will not hear 
Р 


the testimony of others. They 

» will be called one at a time. 

ı“ Conducting the hearing will be 
Charles Purcell, director of the 
Indiana Buredu of Mines and 
Mining. 

Witnesses will include miners, 
company representatives and 
‚теп who have participated in 
| the investigation of the. explosion 
' which occurred last Thursday 
night. 

It has definitely been deter- 
‘mined it was a gas explosion 
Ipropagated .by dust but the 
source of.the gas and source of 
ignition have: not been deter- 
mined. There were no new dis 
боуегіев yesterday, it was stated 
ast night following the comple- 
ton of yesterday’s inspection. 
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Viking’ Mie. Disaster Hearing Ends.) 
Reports, Conclusions Due in 30 Days| 


| x = чым t6 - (ul 
earing on the Viking Mine = س‎ 
er алины eee М eral authorities within the next 
22 miners the night of March 2 ( 50 days and both will be avail 
was concluded at 3:30 o'clock Де. as soon as completed and 
yesterday afternoon with no final rne ie aun. The 
ІНЕН reached 5 n purpose of such a hearing, 
While the hearing was going e 
on men still were going into 23 © қ 
the mine seeking further evi- | Қаған 22 а кеудеге 
+ 


dence of the source of the gas! = E 
LLINVESTIGATION of the disaster 


which exploded and of the Паз been under way since last 
source of its ignition. This in- Saturday morning. 
vestigation will continue, it was ў The Vigo Circuit Court Room 
stated last night. was filled to capacity when the 
+ + + hearing opened. After stating, 
ANNOUNCEMENT of the con- У “I can think of no better way to 
clusion of the hearing, which he Hopen this meeting, seeking the 
termed fruitful and co-operative, Btruth regarding the explosion І 
was made by Rex Lauck, assist. [that killed 22 of our buddies, ' 
ant editor of the United Mine Ethan to invoke the blessing of the 


another disaster of the same type 


Workers of America Journal. He 
was authorized to speak for the 
four-man hearing board. 

Charles Purcell, director of the 
Indiana Bureau of Mines and 
Mining, was chairman of the 
hearing. Others were F. J. 
Smith, supervisor of the Vin- 
cennes district office of the 
United States Bureau of Mines; 
Charles Ferguson, national di- 
rector of safety for the U. M. W. 
A., and Birch Brooks, vice presi- 
dent and general manager of 
Viking Coal Corporation. 


author of truth." Purcell opened 
it with prayer. He then stated 
it was not a public hearing nor 
was it a trial. "I suppose you 
would call it more of a question 
and answer period in an attempt 
to learn the truth," he said, and 
asked all except the inquiry par- 
ticipants to leave the room. 
Among mining figures present 
were the officers of District 11, 
U. M. W. A., which has its head- 
quarters herc; James Westfield. 


assistant. director of the United ; 


States Bureau of Mines, and Ho- 
bert Butler, Indiana commis- 


sioner of labor. 

While state and federal author- | 
ities last night had not yet given 
including company employes and | permission to open the unaffect- | 
miners. Among them were Jess ed area of the mine, it was ex- 
Sheperd, mine manager; Henry i pected it probably would open 
Robertson, night foreman whose the first of the week, authorities 


unanswered call to the explosion 'said. 

victims revealed something was| ^ 
wrong; bosses on the two-day 

shift crews who worked the area 
where the explosion occurred and | 

the men operating the two Col- 

mols on those crews; the safety f 
committeeman who was working 
in the unaffected section of the 
mine at the time of the explosion, ў 
and the fire boss. қ 

Reports are expected to Ве) 

written on the hearing and іп- 2 
vestigation by both state апа fed- 
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| + + + 
BETWEEN eight and 10 wit- 
nesses were heard, Lauck said, 
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Viking 


miners is scheduled for today. 

In an interview last night, 
James Westfield, assistant direc- 
tor of the United States Bureau 


vestigation began Saturday morn- 

ing a great deal of information 

has been obtained. He is certain 

the cause will be pinpointed be- 

fore the hearings are finished. 
+ + + 


was a combination of ignition of 
gas propagated to some extent by 
dust. However, before coming to 
a conclusion in a disaster of this 
type, the source of the methane 
(gas) must be determined, to- 
gether with the source of ignition 
and the extent to which dust en- 
tered into it. . 


The hearing to be conducted 
will lead to some solution of this 
matter, together with evaluation 
of samples taken during the in- 
vestigation. It is expected the 
hearing, to begin at 9:30 o’clock 
Thursday morning. will last at 
least one or two days. 


+ + + 
WESTFIELD was high in his 
praise of the co-operation of all 
parties involved. He particularly 
mentioned the two Viking Mine 
safety committee members who, 
working under the direction of 
Charles Ferguson, national direc- 
tor of safety for the United Mine 
Workers of America, have evi- 
denced the most outstanding co- 
operation and interest. 


“аргыг 


The area involved in the ex- 
plosion was comparatively small! 


about 2,000 feet, only two work- 
ing sections—compared 1o the 
Joss of life, Westfield said. 

_ Old working sections also were 
‘explored yesterday. The source 
‘of the methane still is one of 
the main problems to be solved. 


+ + + 
UNITED STATES Bureau of 
Mines personnel from the Vin- 
cennes district office who are par- 
,ticipating in the investigation in- 
‘clude: F. J. Smith, district super- 
viser; Clem Dovidas, В. W. Whit- | 
Jaker, James McCune and Louis 
Lorenzo, coal mine inspectors, 
‘and Sandford Douglas, electrical 
inspector. Frank Perz, mine in- 
{spector attached to the office but 
located in Terre Haute. also is 
participating. The Vincennes of- 
fice services Indiana, Illinois, Mis- 
souri, Iowa and western Ken- 
tucky. _ 
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8 Explosion Investigation 
| а ue 220041 77, . аа 
| Continues Today: 11 ў Kide Optimistic | 


Viking Mine last Thursday night һіт are Roy Hudson and William 
which claimed the lives of 22 Ѕһагр. Fred Conrad is the rep- 


resentative of Lynch Coal Орега-үг 
tors Reciprocal Association. Also Ё 
working on the inspection are the 
representatives of the mines 


of Mines, said that since the іп- safety committee, mentioned he- 


fore, and representatives of the 
operator. 
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elay Decision / 
On Investigation 


Of Mine Blast 
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, A formal hearing into facts 
isurrounding the March 2 gas and 
Fust explosion that killed 22 
p at the Viking Coal Mine, 
north of West Terre Haute, was 
‘concluded in 15 
Thursday. 

Rex Lauck, assistant editor of 
ithe United Mine Workers of 
America Journal, authorized 
spokesman for the board of in- 
yuiry, said no final judgment was 
reached. 
| He added that written reports 
on the hearing and investigation 
will be issued wifhin the next 30 
days hy both slate and federal 
authorities, 

State and federal authority to 
reopen the area of the mine not 
affected by the blast has not been 
given, local officials advised Fri- 
dav 

However, company officials 
were readying the mine in the 
hope that such authorization 
might be forthcoming in time to 
resume limited operations next 
week. 

Approximately 10 — witnesses 
were questioned Thursday dur- 
ing the hearing held in the court- 
room of the Vigo Circuit Court. 

Charles Purcell, director of 
the Indiana Bureau of Mines and 
Mining, acted as chairman. The 
ofher three  questioners were 
F. J. Smith. supervisor of the 
Vincennes district office of the 
U. S. Bureau of Mines; Charles 
Ferguson. UMWA safety direc- 
lor. and Birch Brooks, vice presi- 
dent and general manager of the 
Viking Coal Corporation. 

Some of those called in the 
session that lasted approximately 
Six hours were Jess Sheperd, 

; mine manager; Henry Robertson, 
night foreman, whose unan- 
swered call to the explosion vic- 
!tims revealed something wrong; 
i bosses on the two day-shift crews 
who worked the area where the 
explosion occurred; operators of 
the two Col-Mols of the area; the 
safety committeeman working 


opening day 


! the affected area, and the fire 


5 hacc 


Mining Experts | 
Continue Hunt 
For Gas Source | 
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The source of the gas that fed 
the explosion killing 22 miners 
at the Viking mine is still the 
major problem of (һе investi- 
galors. ! 

Twenty-one members of thej 
various teams continued to probe 
the depths of the mine today in 
r preparation for the hearing 

| Thursday morning at 9:30 a.m. in 
! the Vigo Circuit Court room. 

James Westfield, .inspecor for 
: the Federal Bureau of Mines, 
;said many clues have been ob- 
‘tained from the relatively small 
! explosion area. The explosion, he 
said, evidently involved both gas 
| and dust. 

The chief problems are to de- 
| termine the source of the gas and 
the cause of ignition 

Westfield was high in his 
praise of the co-operation of all 
‘parties involved. He particularly | 

mentioned the two Viking Mine! 
;safety committee members who, 
working under the direction of | 
Charles Ferguson, national direc- | 
tor of safety for the United Mine 
Workers of America, have evi- 
denced the most outstanding co- 
operation and interesi, | 

The area involved in the ex- | 
plosion was comparatively кїїнї Û 
—about 2,000 feet, only two work- | 
ing sections —compared to the | 

loss of life, Westfield said. 


Check Old Workings. 


Old working sections also were 
explored yesterday. 
United States Bureau of Mines 
personnel from the Vincennes 
district office who are partici- 
pating in the investigation in- 
clude: F. J. Smith, district super- ; 
viser; Clem Dovidas. В. W. Whit-| 
taker. James McCune and Louis| 
Lorenzo. coal mine inspectors, | 
and Sandford Douglas, electrical 
inspector. Frank Perz, mine іп- с БИЙ 
spector attached to the office but, Earn пе! у Affalis 
located in Terre Haute, also is 
participating. The Vincennes of- 
fice services Indiana, Illinois, 
Missouri, Iowa and western Кеп- 
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representatives, Working under 
him are Roy Hudson and Williami 
Sharp. Fred Conrad is the rep- 
resentative of Lynch Coal Opera- 


1 
! 


tors Reciprocal Association. Also: ' 
working on the inspection are the: її) 00 Wa WT Poste Y TRE А TT 
representatives of the mine's; Nob А Width CoD 


safety committee, mentioned be-| 2 m 
fore, and representatives of (һе) TERRE HAUTE, INDIAHA 
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UMW Criticizes | 


Viking Practices ) 


Charies Ferguson, director of safety for the United Mine Work- 
ers, contends he found evidence of poor safety practices in the 
Viking Mine where an explosion March 2 killed 22 miners. 

Reporting in the UMW'S Journal, Ferguson listed these points 
as "bad mining practices”: 

"Electrical equipment in non-permissible condition. 


“The ;ractice of loading coal! Ferguson reported that he 
onto the bottom of the workingi doubts whether investigators 


places to such an extent that уел. ever will find the exact cause of 
tilation was almost cut off. the explosion. 

"And, much evidence of gen- His report on the examination 
eral deterioration of management of machines states "all machin- 
repsonsibility around the mine." ery except the Colmol Miner" 

Birch Brooks, vice president was in non.permissible condition. 
and general manager of the Не also stated "investigators 
mine, declined to comment оп were not hindered in their prog- 
the specific charges made by Ter- ress by roof falls which was due 
guson. to the fact that the roof was 


| "He has his own opinion. We supported throughout by proper |, 


have nothing to do with the Unit poof.bolting procedures." 
| ed Mine Workers." | BLASER Ea 
Awaits Bureau Report. 


А Brooks added that the U. S., 
4 Bureau of Mines will make the 
| official report on the explosion. 
| Ferguson, who was a member 
of the investigating team that 
entered the mine on March 4 to 
determine the cause of the disas- 
ter, made the report to John L. 
Lewis, president emeritus of the 

| UMWA, and its three interna- 
| tional officers: Thomas Kennedy, 
| president; W. A. Boyle, vice pres- 
| ident, and John Owens, secretary- 
! treasurer. He flew here immedi- 
| ately upon learning of the explo- 
sion, arriving early on March 3. 
He said there was “the obvi- 

i ous indication that smoking in 
| the mine was overlooked and un- 
doubtedly condoned by manage- 
ment" (However, in another 
place, Ferguson said he doubted 


if smoking touched off the ехріо- REFERENCE 
U 


sion.) 


"Much evidence of a general 
deterioration of management re- 
sponsibility in the field of safety 
in and around the mine," he con- 
tinued. He noted the primary 
evidence of this was the grave 
lack of communication between 
the foremen and the section 
bosses. However, Ferguson add. 
|! ed that the attitude toward safe- 
ty he cited was not peculiar to 
| Viking Mine. ie 
| The union official” said there 
had not been adequate checking 


АС” 
“Safety Deterioriation." oO NOT Cis 
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for traces of the methane gas te р v 2 
which is blamed for the explo- VIO OIX: ў Poh ёк Lm +? 
sion, too little attention was paid ` vw v ам 4 
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м death 147 22 miners at 


2 has been blamed on a gas 
explosion touched off by an 
electric spark or an open 
flame. 

Both the Federal and State 
mining authorities released 
their reports Tuesday morn- 
ing, generally agreeing on 
the cause of the tragedy. | 

The state report was issued 
locally by Ralph C. Newman, di- |: 
rector of the Indiana Bureau of 
Mines and Mining from his Terre 
Haute office. However, the re- 
port was prepared by Charles 
Purcell, who wes in office at the |“ 
time of the explosion. , 


The federal report especially 2 


stressed the possibility that the 
explosion was a direct result of |: 
smoking underground. 
"Smoking underground evident- 
ly was common practice" in the 
Viking mine of the Viking Coal | 
Corp. near Terre Haute, Ind., 
where the 22 men died, the fed- 
| eral report said. | 
“Smoking was not observed un- 
derground at the time of the last | 
federal inspection in December,” , 
the report said. “However, 
smokers’ articles were listed 
among the persoBal effects of 
many of the explosion victims in- 
cluding the foremen." 
Recommendations. 


* Purcell issued а list of nine | 
recommendations for preventing | 
future explosions. The federal: 
report listed 23 recommehda- 
tions. Most of the recommenda- і 
tions of state and federal were! 
similar. і 

Hobart Butler, Indiana state 
labor commissioner, said the in- 
vestigation showed the miners 
“knew an explosion was coming 
because they left their places of 
work.” 

Butler said Indiana has had 24 
mine deaths this year. He said 


! nine inspectors would visit mines 


| 


| 
| 


“much more frequently” in the 
future than the once-every-three- 
months rate of inspection in the 
past. 

Equipment Listed. 


In summarizing the evidence, 
the report made public by the 
Interior Department said in Part: 

“Permissible and поп- “permis: , 
sible equipment was used in the ` 

. working section, but the per- ' 
! missible loading machine and con- 
tinuous miners were found in a 
non-permissible condition when 
examined after the explosion. The ` 
hon-permissible shuttle cars had i 
numerous openings into arcing | 
electrical components, and all the | 
equipment was capable of igniting ; 


gas. | 


"Matches, lighters and ciga- 
réltes were listed among the per- 
sonal effects found on victims of 
the explosion, and two packs of 
cigarettes and a lighter were 
Гойла in the mine after the ех. 
plosion. 

“Fourteen of the 22 victims had 
either lighters, cigarettes ог 
matches and eight had lighters 
and cigarettes. 

“Smoking underground  evi- 
dently was common practice, ex 
management did not have 


{ searching program to assure АКИ 
smokers’ articles were not car- 
ried into the mine.’ 


Find Evidence. 


Adding further emphasis 
ihe possibility  fhat NP 
might have played a part in the 
| disaster. the report listed among 
| its recommendations: 

' “The practice of smoking, 

| carrying matches, lighters, and 

| smoking materials underground 

| should be prohibited., and man- 

| agement should initiate a search- | 
ing program to assure that smok- 
ers articles are not carried into | 

! the mine.” 

The report said bureau inves- || 
tigators believed the explosion 
originated "when an explosive || 
mixture of methane-air was ig- 
| nited by an electric arc or spark 
from electrical equipment or an 
open flame, and that the explo- 
sion was propagated by methane 


| ‘and coal dust." 


ple from the mine indicated that 
dust from the coal is explosive 
and added that the mine was 
rated as “gassv” by federal and 
state mine inspectors. 

Thirty-three additional men in 
;the mine at the time of the blast 
escaped uninjured. 


It said analysis of a coal sam- 
Same Ideas. 


similar to the federal. 

eI think the explosion was ig- 
“піса by an arc, spark or flame 
created by one of the men or one 
оГ the machines as they pulled 
‘into the position in which they 
were found." Purcell wrote. The 
reason the gas accumulated in || 
such proportions was hecause the 
line brattice. or curtain. 
moved after mining ceased. 
‘removing positive ventilation 
from the face.” 

Purcell made these recommen- 
| dations: 

—Foremen should follow min- 
ling plan and all other orders 
; from superiors. 


—Foremen and operators of |, 


‘electrical equipment should test 
Мог methane gas more often. 

—Line brattices should not be 
removed immediately after min- 
ing ceases, and when removed a 
‘close watch should be kept on 
the place from where they are 
removed until such time as they 
can be sure a methane gas feeder 
15 not present in the area. 

—Ventilating doors should nev- 
er be left open any longer than 
tis necessary 10 pass through 
“hem 

— Elecirical equipment should 


Бе maintained in a permissible |: 


manner at all times. 


Purcell's state report was quite 


was ге. |! 
thus | 


| Ni underground, 
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— Coal should never he allowed. 
Чо accumulate on the floor to the 
extent it will interfere with venti- 
vation. ! 

—Some type of auxiliary venti- 
lation and continuous gas detec- 
tion is a must in connection with | 
‘continuous mining. 
j|  —No one should ever take any 
ў {уре of smoking material, 
ı matches or lighters underground 
“аі any time. First it is unlawful. 
| Second, it is very hazardous. 
—More care should be taken in 
ithe transportation, storage and 
i uses of oxygen and acetylene gas| 
Hin the coal mines. 

The federal report said manage- 

ment should "initiate a searching 
: program" to make sure the min- 
ers carried no smoking materials 
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Many Bereaved Families Plan Funerals, 
For Their Dead in Viking Explosion 


th ачага TE A ------ 


Victims of the explosion Thurs- |7 
dav night at Viking Mine were 
identificd and claimed Ву the |2 
families vesterday morning at 
{he Reino Chapel of the Valley ў 
where all bodies were taken. 

+ + + 

С. BURL AND JACK GUMMERE |: 
—Dual funeral services for С.| 
Burl Gummere, 53 years old, of 
1115 Mary Lane, and his son 
Jack. of 1533 South Eighth fq 
| Street, will be at 1:30 o'clock ў 
Monday afternoon at the DeBaun ў 
Funeral Home. The Rev. John |, 
Rawlines will officiate and burial [5 
,will be in Roselawn Memorial 
Park. C. Burl Gummere is sur- ў 
vived by the widow, Francés; а 
son. Jerry Gummere of Bloom- ў 
ington, Ill; a daughter, Miss 
Johanna Gummere of Terre) 
Haute; а stepdaughter, Mrs. 

' Marcia Kern of Indianapolis; a} 
sister, Miss Dorothy Gummere of ; 
Terre Haute, and five grand-| 
children. Surviving the son, Jack 

Gummere, are the widow, Cath- f 
erinc; two sons, Mike and Jeff, ў 
both at home: the step-mother, ў 
Mrs. Frances Gummere; a sister, І 


Miss Johanna Gummore of Terre 
Haute, a stepsister. Mrs. Marcia ў 
Kern of Indianapolis. and а 


brother. Jerry Gummere of 
Bloomington, ПІ. Friends may f 
call after 6 o'clock this evening ў; 
at the DeBaun chapel. 
+ + ' 
. JAMES Г. NORTON — Funeral 
services for James L. Norton. 28]; 
years old, of R. R. 1, West Terre | 
| Haute, will be at 1 o'clock Mon- 
| day afternoon at the Bedino|. 
| Chapel of the Valley. The Rev.[ 
James Dickey will officiate апа). 
! burial will be in Bethesda Сетей 
| tery. Surviving аге the widow) 
| 
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- Clinton Miner: 
Missed Disaster | 
Due to о ness | 


Тез ясн ۸ 

Lynton Mose Nou 46. Їїй- 
ton looked at'the mine shaft and 
walked away slowly. 


“If Га" worked," he said, "га 
be dead. | They've already 16014 
the men: where I'd have Heen 
working. | 


Fisher said he didn't work in 
the Viking Coal mine yesterday 
because his doctor had ordéred 
him fo take a week off. 


"Bheory on Blast. А 


Fisher said he had (160864 out 
what caused the explosion lhat 
killed 22 miners іп. the shaft. 

"They were working over an 
old- shaft. Тһе shaft was’ about 
150 fcet below the one wé were 
mining in. Gas seeped up to 
our shaft and was ignited| by 
some kind of spark.” . 

‘There меге other miners who 
missed the explosion . by some 
sort of” coincidence.’ ! 

Norman Price of West Terre 
Haute wis sent.to the other side 
of the mine—where 22 miners 
escaped (Ве explosion — Shortly 
before the blast. 


Spat Saved Him. 


Another miner—who wouldn't | 


give his; name—said he missed 
the eXplosion because’ of 2 spat 
with his wife. 


His soldier son had been visit. 
ing them and the miner had: 
planmed to go.to work while his 
wife took the son to the airport 
in Indlanapolis, 90 miles away. 

But the wife didn't fix the 
тіпег'з, sandwiches to take t 
work, ! “2 


The miner got sore at her, de- 
cided toi drive to . Indianapolis 
with the Боу himself—and lived. 
It was later learned the man was 
Robert Аба of Shelburn, |. 


| 
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Fatality 


(Obituary Notices ou 
Page 14). 


Herc are the names of, 
the 22 miners killed in an 
explosion in the Viking 
Mine Thursday: 


Joseph Sanquenetti, 45,! 
RR 1, Rosedale. | 
| 


John Stultz, 49, НЫ 
Roy Stout, 37, Shelburn. ; 


James Turley, 
Farmersburg. 


55. RR LI 


а CORE 


С. Burl Gummere. 53,7 


1115 Mary Lane, Terre |) 
Haute. 

William Gatti, 37, 9901; 
Lafayette avenuc, Terre 
Haute. 

James L. Norton, 28. 


RR 1, West Terre Haute.’ 


|  Ámil Petit. 24. RR 1. 
| Shelburn. : 
! John M. Randall 62. 
ӨРЕ 1, Rosedale, 

Claude Parker.. 44, 
: 7. Terre Haute. 


George S. Smith. 59, I 
' RR 1, Clinton. 


Clarence Chubb, 37, Hy- У 


f 


mera. 3 
David C. Hale, 40, RR 2, | 
Linton. ) 


Robert Davis, 27, 3122, 
North Twenty-third strect, й 
| Terre Haute. 


ou 82. 


‘| 
| 
4 


George НІП Jr., 54. цаў 


livan. ; й 

Thomas Gurehiek, 52, 
1803 Margaret avenue, 
Terre Haute. . 

Jack Gummere, 31, 1533 
South Eighth street, Terre 
Haute 

Max McGaughy, 34, 3235 
North Fifteenth street, 
Terre Haute.. f 

William Scott, 56, 2101 
Spang avenue, Terre 


Haute. ж 
Elmo Ranard, 54, Dug- 
ger. 
Chester Gardner, 34, 
Fontanet. 


d Dacis Rippy, 58, 1116 
outh Fourth street, T 
Haute. A Ж | erre р FER т "СЕ 
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[Gruesome Scenes as ‘Bodies | 


Of Victims Are 
Duk Mp3 


2». 24 


Identified 


2421 4. 


A rasping buzzer alerted the waiting wives and children each 
time a coal car came to the surface of the disaster-wracked Viking 


coal: mine today. 


Its gutteral bark cut through the chill pre-dawn air as sharply 
as two arc lights knifed а ада the darkness. 


Two quick blasts . 
a single rasp. 

Simultaneously, a green light 
flashed аб the head of the шее 
include shaft. 

Each time the buzzer started its 
signal of arrival, the sobbing, red- 
eyed women pressed forward. 

Talking ceased. The huddled 
erowd drew closer 'round the 
crude concrete and frame lean-to 
shack that covered the gaping 
hole in the ground. 

Reluctant to Talk. 


Sometimes the car brought up 
dirt-begrimed rescue workers, re- 
luctant to talk about what they 
had seen below. 

Other times it brought burned 
bodies, drapped in dull yellow 


burlap. 
Under the garish arc lights, 
Viking vice president Birch 


Brooks looked at each body, then 
turned and asked miners standing 
nearby: 

“Does anyone know this man?" 

Usually someone—-a co-worker, 
a friend, a brother or a wife— 
claimed the body. Names on belt 
buckles provided tentative identi- 
fications for others, 

With identity established, 
‘Brooks walked toward the 
huddled crowd to console the 


. three more in rapid succession . . 


on a stretcher, loaded it in an 
ambulance and carted it away to 
the Bedino funeral home in West | 
Тегге Наше. 


Wife Becomes Widow. 


Mrs. Clarence Chubb, 38, took 
up her vigil at 1 a.m. She sat on 
a nearby bench. Her mother, Mrs. 
Paul Carpenter, held a blanket 
around the haggard, sobbing 
woman. At her elbow was her 
daughter Nancy, 14. 

At 630 a.m. the two women. 
and one little girl still waited to 
learn the fate of Mrs. Chubb's | 
husband, Clarence. His body was | 
brought out at 6:55. 

Chubb, 38, was boss of his crew 
and eight years a miner in the 
West Central Indiana coal fields. 
His men called him "Red." His 
father and grandfather were 
miners, to, as. were Mrs. Car-: 
penter's husband, his father and 
his father's father. 

“Mining has been our way of 
life," Mrs. Chubb said.,"It seems! 
like when they get down therel 
they like it. 

“You never know when it's £o- 


. then 
to a woman and sobbed: “I want 
my father.” 

Rescue crews placed each body 


family. Each time) he repeated |ing to happen to you.” 


the walk, the erbwd seemed аһ 
most to shrink back... 
One woman leaned on another, 


“ОҢТ, тубо. Oh, my 


vars old, clun 


A boy, 10 or 12 
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Think Coal-cutting Machine 


May if 


| 


By EULETA SLOVER 


The miņe diggings at the disaster involved the fifth vein of 
coal, one veteran miner stated. The vein is located below the 
third and fourth coal veins which were worked out more than 20 


aaz. 


e theorized that the machine | 
have cut into’ ап) accumu: | 


ave Set Off Explosion Rida s poke, outing. o 
гру | 


th эмир чий nd dust ех. 


lobion. 

| Р Other ҮЭ. Sate? 

| iners who reached safety in 
the| early mini 16519 of'the explo 


Coritinued On Page e 2, Column 2! 


years ago by the Snow Hill ог Talleydale Mine, whose tipple was 
located ahout two miles due north of the Viking tipple. 


Tom Sevier, Sullivan County 
miner employed at the Ayrshire 
Minnehaha Mine, east of Sulli- 
van, said it is, possible the ma- 
chinery being used cut into a 
gas pocket which had formed 
from collapsed entries of the 


worked out upper veins. 


A type of mining machinery 


known as a “continuous: miner” 
was being used, he explained. 


Also called a “como run,” the 
apparatus, he said, goes before 
the work crew doing the com- 


plete job of cutting awa 


coal from the face of the vein, 
loading it onto conveyors which 
carry it to mine cars for trans- | 
porting to the surface. | 
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Оп Explosion | 


Continued From 12: One. 


1 і ‘| 
sion reportedly меге working оп, 
the same level but in the area: 
that ran in the opposite direc- 
tion off the shaft. Length of the! 
area in which they were work. 
ing "runs about two miles back 
into the vein.” one mine employe. 
said. 


As surfaco crews labored to . 


police the area after ambulances, | 
families, rescue teams, company, 
and mine officials and scores of: 


other-anxious persons had left! 
the scene, three miners’ dinner *: 


pails were seen sitting beside the 
idle conveyor, the last on-the. 


scene link to-the lives that had - і 


been snuffed out within the mine. 
Covered with dust, dented and 
puffed out, they bore evidence. 


of the heat that had been реп.‘ | 
crated by «the force of {һе.ех. i- 


plosion. А memento key chain 
attached to опе read: “Linton 
Open House.” 


t 
! 


One was empty, another was | 


half-filled with water, the third 
held. its complete contents of 
food and water untouched. Ironi- 
cally, it also contained a plastic 


medisipe, bottle containing green | 
рын which Sevier surmised may |! 


have been pain pills. 

“Most all miners carry aspirins 
or some sort of pain killers,” 
was Sevier's sad nate. - 

One of the pails displayed, а 
label which read “Safe Today, 
Alive Tomorrow, Сатет Min- 
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А BIG CROWD BUT MOSTLY SILENT—Miners, rescue workers, and sullen relatives of the victims mill around the shaft of the Viking Coal 
Co. mine about eight miles northwest of Terre Haute. Photos by Charles. 
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Others Have to Call for Their Clothes; 
A FATHER'S DUTY—An unidentified father of a victim reports to the washhouse 
to claim his son's clothing a short time after the body was brought to the surface. 
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The Grim Work of the Mine Explosion 
Hidden Beneath the Burlap Sacks 


SIGNAL OF DEATH—A stretcher covered by a dust-covered blanket indicated 
another dead victim had been found, as rescuers emerge to the surface. In the center 


background is Dr. D. M. Ferguson, Vigo C ounty coroner. 


5“. ZI 


SCENE REPEATED 22 TIMES—Rescue workers lift the covered body of the coal 


miner {гот ‹а mine car. Іп all, 22 dead miners were recovered by 8 a.m. Friday at 


the Viking mine northwest of Terre Haute. 


Minutes Seem Like Hours 
As Relatives Wait 


» b ¥ , 


А GRIM VIGIL—Sullen, black stares like these easily 


identified those who lost loved ones in the mine. Miss 
Johanna Gummere, at left, lost a father and brother, 
Burl, 53, and Jack, 31. 


хол 


INITIAL CASUALTY COUNT—This wall chart gave 
the first indications of how many miners were in the 
mine at the time of the explosion. Each miner leaves 
his metal tab over his number as he gets ready to 


descend. 


PIN-POINTS TRAGEDY—Phil Jones, a miner, uses huge wall map to show news- 


men the spot of the explosion which wiped out the lives of 22 miners Thursday 


night. Jones was Scheduled to go to werk this morning. 
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Expressions of Awe, Clutched Hands 
Depict the. Tenseness, of the -Crowd 


HUNDREDS GATHER AT TRAGEDY SCENE—The rope keeps back the curious 
crowd that gathered at the scene as soon as word of the explosion was reported 


by news media in the middle of the night. 
UU 
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CHESTER D. GARDNER—The 
body of Chester D. Gardner, 34, 
of Fontanet, was taken to the 
Mattox Funeral Home in Fon- 
tanet pending arrangements. 
Gardner, a machine operator at 
the mine, was a member of Ma- 
sonic Lodge No. 264, F&AM, 
Brazil. Surviving are the widow, 
Ina: three children, Penny Sue, 
Earl and Rex, all at home; a sis- 
ter. Mrs. Patsy Cottrell of Craw- 
fordsville; а brother. Maurice 


| Gardner of RR 6. Terre Haute, 


‚ and the parents, Mr. and 


Mrs. 


| William Gardner of Fontanet. 


body 


CLARENCE E. CHUBB—The 
of Clarence E. Chubb, 37,! 


|: of Hymera, а 'veteran of World 


° War Il, 


was taken to the Mc- 
Hugh Funeral Home at Hymera 
pending arrangements. Surviv- 
ing are the widow. Helen; a son, 
Richard: two daughters, Nancy 
and Kathy, all at home; the 
mother, Mrs. Maggie Chubb of 
RR3. Sullivan; three brothers, 
Raymond. and James, both of 
RR 3. Sullivan, and Jack of Shel- 
burn. and two sisters, Mrs. Doris 
Cox of Sulliavn and Mrs. Mildred 
Cole of Hymera. 


RAY LEON STOUT—The body 
of Ray Leon Stout, 37, of Shel- 
burn. a veteran of World War 
П. was taken to the McHugh 
Funeral Home in Shelburn pend- 
ing arrangements. Surviving are 
(Бе widow, Bonnie; four sons, 
Danny, Joe, Steven and David; 
three daughters. Kathy, Karen 
and Ellen: а stepson. Frankie 
Waldon, and а stepdaughter, 
Madeline Waldon, all at home; 
the parents, Mr. and Mrs. Troy 
Stout of Shelburn, and two, 
brothers, Jack of Shelburn апд | 
Robert of Bloomfield. 


JOHN MARTIN RANDALL — 
The body of John Martin Randall, 
63. of Lyford, was taken to the 
Frist Funeral Home in Clinton 
pending funeral arrangements. 
He was a member of the One 
Half Century Club at Clinton. 
Surviving are the widow, Mary 
E.: two sons, Charles В. Randall? 
of Washington, D. C., and Pau 
С. Randall of El Cajun Valley. : 
Calif... four grandchildren, and] 
four sisters, Mrs. Daisy Spears of | 
Kalamazoo, Mich. Mrs. Elsie | 
Harris of Decatur, Mich., Mrs. 
Irene Beach of Marcelus, Mich., 
and Mrs. Minnie Reid of St. 
Louis. Mo. 

JACK GUMMERE — Тһе body 
of Jack Gummere, 31, of 1533 
South Eighth street, was taken 
to the DeBaun Funeral Home in 
Terre Haute pending funeral ar- 
rangements. Surviving are the 
wife. Catherine; two sons, Mike 
and Jeff; the stepmother, Mrs. 
Frances Gummere; one 


Haute; one stepsister, ‘Mrs. Mar- 
cia Kern of Indianapolis, and one 
brother. Jerry’ of Blomington, Ill. 


sister, | 
Miss Johanna Gummere of Terre | 


THOMAS GURCHIEK | 


к" ыба ыс Ма "Wy 7 


| 


‘of Terre Наше; Donale Losier of 
i Ligionier, Ind.; 
isier of Ft. 


1 
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C. BURL GUMMERE — The 
body of Burl Gummere, 53, of 
1115 Mary Lane. was taken to the 
DeBaun Funeral Home in Terre 
Наше pending funeral arrange- 
ments. Surviving are the wife, , 
Frances; one son, Jerry of Bloom. : 
ington, Ш. one daughter, Miss | 
Johanna Сит теге of Terre | 
Haute; one slepdaughter, Mrs. | 


Marcia Kern of Indianapolis; спеў 


sister, Miss Dorothy Gummere of |! 
Terre Haute and five grandchil- ў 
dren. 


WILLIAM GATTI — The body | 
of William Gatti, 37, of 2901 
Lafayette avenue, was taken ta. 
the Thomas Funeral Home pend- 
ing arrangements. He was a vet- 
eran of World War H. Surviving 
are the widow, Betty; a daugh.. 
(ег, Cristy; and a son, Billy, both 
at home; the parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Mario Gatti cf Terre Haute; 
iwo brothers. Arthur of Indian- 
apolis and Joseph of Arizona, and 
a sister. Mrs. Helen Harbaugh of 
Теге Haute. 


THOMAS sURCHIEK — The 
body of Thomas Gurchiek, 52, of 
1803 Margaret avenue, was taken | 
іо the Callahan Funeral Home 
pending arrangements. Surviving | 
are the wife, Vivian; eight chil- 
dren, Bartholome. Duane, and 
Thomas Jr., all at home; Albert 


with the Armed Forces in Ger- 
many; Madonna, Michele and, 
Theresa, all at home: Theresa of 
Indianapolis and Bonnie of Far- 
mersburg; eight stepchildren, 
Mrs. Verna Riker, Mrs. Etta Lis- 
ter and Mrs. Virginia Whitt, all | 
of Terre Haute; and Mrs. Shirley | 
Davis of West Terre Haute; Earl 
Losier and Thomas Losier, both 


| 


and Orville Lo- 
Leonard Wood. Мо.; 
six brothers. George, Mike, 
Charles and Anthony, all of Terre || 
Haute; Bert Jr. of Farmersburg, 
and Raymond ‘of Indianapolis; 
three sisters, Mrs. -Helen Strem- 
lau. Mrs. Josephine Schallaci and 


Mrs. Mary Anderson, all” of Chi- 
cago; and the father,- Bert Gur- 


1 chiek Sr. of Terre Haute. He was 


a member of St. Margaret Mary f 
| Church and the Holy Name So- 


сан of that church. 
a anum 


See ee 


CLAUDE W. PARKER — The 


ments. He 
World War ІІ and a member of 
| William Penn Masonic Lodge апа; 
| the Krietenstein Post of the 
| American Legion. Surviving аге, 
1 the widow, Opal; a daughter, Re- 
|becca; two sons, Patrick and 
Michael, all at home; the father, 
Ernest of RR 7; and three sisters, 
Mrs. Fred Paige and Mrs. Carl 
Howard, both of RR 7, and Mrs. 
Jay Dennis of RR 1. Rosedale. 


WILLIAM E. SCOTT — The, 
body of William E. Scott, 56, of | 
2101 Spang avenue, was taken to 
the Thomas Funeral Home where 
friends may call after 6 p.m. 
Saturday and where services will 
be held at 1 p.m. Monday. The 
Rev. Neil Kuns will officiate and 
burial wil be in Roselawn Me- 
morial Park. Surviving are the 
widow, Josephine; a daughter, 
Mrs. Rosemary Ramsey of Terre 
Haute; two brothers, Sam and 
Clarence, both of Terre Haute; 
three sisters, Mrs. Anna Reilly, 
Mrs. Katherine Jeffers and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Gore, all 
Haute, and а 


of Terre 


| Wayne Ramsey. 


i 


| 


| 
| 


| 


step-gr ‘andson, 
| MAX Е, McGAUGHY — The 
body of Max E. McGaughy, 33. of 
‚ 8235 North Fifteenth street, was 
taken to-the Thomas Funeral 
| Home pending arrangements. He 


was a veteran of World War Il. 


Surviving is the widow, Rose 
Ann; a daughter. Linda; а son, 
Danny; the mother, Mrs, Effie 
McGaughy, and a brother. Jack 


McGaughy, all of Terre Haute. 


ROBERT L. DAVIS—The body 
of Robert L. Davis, 27, of 3122 
North Twenty-third síreet, 
taken (о the Thomas Funeral 
Home where friends тау call 
after 6-p.m. Saturday and where 
services will be held at 11 a.m. 
Monday. The Rev. William 
Saunders will officiate and burial 
| will be іп Roselawn Memorial 
Park. He was a member of the 
First Assembly of God Church. 
Surviving is the widow, Beverly: 
two daughters. Sandra Joann and 
Debra Lynn, both at home; two 
sons, Robert Michael and Daniel 
Evan, both at home; the mother. 
Mrs. Herschel Davis of Terre 
Haute;fthree brothers, James R. 
of Bloomingion, Donald and Wil- 
liam Herschel, Jr., both of Terre 
Haute, and a sister, Mrs. Julia 
Haines of Indianapolis. 


Was 


GEORGE SANFORD SMITH— 
| The body of George Sanford 


body of Claude W. Parker, 44, ot 
RR ", was taken to the Thomas | 
Funeral Home pending аггапре-| 
was a veteran of' 


` 
аж 


fon 
ns 
оз 
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Smith, 65, of Fairview Park, was 
taken to the Frist Funeral Home 
in Clinton where funeral serv. | 
ices will be held at 1:30 o'clock | 
Sunday afternoon. Rev. Joe! 
Baker will officiate with burial | 
in Helts Prairie cemetery. Не! 
was a member of the Fairview ' 
Park Methodist Church and Jeru- | 
salem Lodge No. 99, F&AM a 
Clinton. Surviving are the widow, 
Rosa; two daughters, Mrs. James | 
Short of Anderson and Mrs. Dale 
Smith of Bloomington, 114. a 
son, Dugger Smith of Franklin, | 
Ind.; eight grandchildren; a sis- 
ter, Mrs. Hazel Hodgson of Bre. 1 
men, Ohio, and two brothers, Ed- 
ward Smith of Columbus, Ohio, 
and John "Cappy" Smith of Clin- 
ton. 

JOSEPH SANQUENETTI—Fu. | 
neral services for Joseph .San-: 
quenetti, 45, RR 1, Rosedale, will 
be held Monday at 1:30 p.m. at 
the Frist Funeral Home at! 
Clinton. He was a member of the | 
Bethlehem EUB Church, Uni į 
versal, and the Scottish Rite. 
Terre Haute. He is survived by 
the wife, Grace; the mother, 
Rosa; two sons, Joseph Jr., Rose- | 
dale, and Wayne, at home; а. 
daughter. Saren; one brother, | 
John, Clinton; five sisters, Mrs. 
Lillie Magaloni, Mrs. Edith | 
Shanbi, Mrs. Lucille Tsso, Mrs. : 
Virginia Rose Huxford, all of 
Clinton and Mrs. Vera Stefani, 
Elmhurst, Ill. and two grand- 
children. Burial will be in Rose- 
lawn Memorial Park. 


< COMFORTS RELATIVE—The wife of one of the miners trapped underground by: 
78 the explosion sobs on a friend's shoulder after hearing word that there were по: 


“survivors. — — Photos by Charles.! 
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GRIM JOB COMPLETED as rescue workers bring out the last of 22 charred and 
‘mangled bodies to the surface at 7:45 a.m., about four and a half hours after res-| 
“сце operations began. Тһе last victim brought out was Joseph Sanquenetti, 45, ofi 
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merar Home | 
Grim Place as | 
Bodies Arrive | 
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The Bedino Chapel of the Val- 
ley Mortuary stands at the cor- 
ner of U. S. 40 and Indiana 150 
in the middle of West Terre 
Haute. 

The chapel is a large one, de- 
signed to handle five оте at 
‘once. Today it prepared 
many more. 

Shortly before dawn, relatives 
of the miners caught in a gas ex- 

plosion .at the Viking began ar- 
riving at the chapel, filing past 
the glassed-in porch with its na- 
tive stone fountain. 

In back, ambulances delivered 
bodies as they were lifted out of. 
a charred and wrecked shaft of 
the Viking. 

Owner Gilbert Bedino turned 
over his largest room to the сого-; 
ner so the bodies could be laid іш 
two rows on white апа greer{! 
sheets and wives and families’ 
could walk between the rows. 7 
Coroner Checks List. 


The coroner, Dr. D. M. Регєц 
“son, checked a master list agains’ 
etal belt tags and numbers | 
stamped .on battery-powered hel- 
met lights. 


Ч 
Ferguson began practice е 


years ago and is fio strange 
Кл disasters or Vigo couhty. 
This was the “most horrible sight 
| Туе ever seen,” he said. 
What Ferguson called a “vio 
{ lent type concussion explosion” 
1 tore away limbs and obliterated 
faces. It froze one victim’s hand 
trent of his face as he аі 
o Ward it off. 


21111 11 
Funeral Home 
Grim Place as 
Bodies Arrive 


| 
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м Ғгот 


stampej ор pattery-jlowered hel- 
met lights ! 


years ago ‘and is no|stranger t 
mine! disasters or Vigo county 


What! Ferguson ca 
lent] type |concussiot| explosion’ 
tore av ay imbs ancl obliterated: 
favas. 4 ftoze one victim's hand 
іп front of his face [аѕ he trie 
to ward itloff. |: | І. Їл 

18 tu v 51 014) | Into jega) 
cies, One wallet; confained 5700, 
Anothet càrrled |24 $100 bills. A 
packagd of cikarettes| іп a pocket 
was not burned) Its Owner's face 
ш> мл d beyond ngrognition, 

Ferguson said Ве] tinderstood 
fetieral| m|ne| officials" were o 
their way.from: Wash|ngton to іп 
vestigate the disaster a 


Pemmunity Affalrs File 
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Victims Trapped 
And Die in Tracks 
Following Blast 


meme renee 


By JOHN POTISEK 


The last of 22 miners whose lives were snuffed out 
in a single instant Thursday night at the Viking Coal Co. 
oie near here was brought to the surface at 7:45 a.m. Fri- 

y. 
There was a violent explosion sometime last night 
about two and a haif miles from the main shaft.along the 
maze of entries and tunnels of the vast operation. 
„ _ Тһе exact time of the blast was unknown. Some think 
it happened as early as 745 p m. when an air pressure 


(Page of Mine Disaster Pietures on Page $). 


gauge on the surface dropped to zero. An official attempted 
to telephone the miners and got no response to his re- 
peated rings. 


_ The disaster ranks as the second worst in Indiana 
mining history. It is only surpassed by the 1925 explosion 
in а Sullivan county mine. where 56 miners met death 

The last body was returned to the surface about four 
and a half hours after the initial victim was found A 
morgue was set up at the Bedino|~ | Tu : 
Chapel of the Valley where the 
ае were taken in either Be- 
ino br Frank M.-Patrick J. Ryan "0 . “ам!” 
ambulances. By midmorning Fri. | d ud ee cay pu 


| Hudson said. 

day. all the bodies had been taken | a қ 

to other funeral homes, except: ce LU. 
Only one body could be recog 


two which will remain there for ' .. 
nized by the features The | 


final rites 3 
The explosion apparently killed | other charred апа mangled 
identified by the | 
| 


` 
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GRIM JOB COMPLETED as rescue неро bring “4 last of 2 ыг а 
2 eharred and 
mangled bodies to the surface at 7:45 a.m., about four and a half hours after де: 


еце operations began. The last victim brought out we: 
RR І, Rosedale. ght out wa "ера Sanquenetti, 45, of 


| Rosedale. a state nune inspector 
who joined the rescue crews 


seas: 


5 on a friend's shoulder after hearing word (һай there were по: 


Tas. 


iners tr ррей [ге ve by: 


tas by Charles. 


! i 
UD | 


llion Bcemplovs 
Of City Motors. 
Held By Agent 


3 i 
ANAPOLIS, March /8.—4n—The Indiana Senate added | 
| SERE aM pic adi E ee Араа Gillies, special д ejt 

charge оѓ the Рёфега 

‘au of investigation} In- 

diarlapolis, | Етійауд аб 
том ед tollay the arrest of | 

seven former }employas of 
і , ne. a used car | 


the men in they tracks, according ! bodies were 
to rescuers. , belt numbers 


"They fell where they were; Twenty-two other minersl 
working at the time of the ex | Working in another section wre 
plosion. said R. E Hudson оҒ| nharmec and ordered to the 


Fatality 
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eren ә анн of РИ We E s сан | 1 — ыы چ ج‎ ын а س‎ ! 
plosio h t of tha x . v ر‎ , , : 
bast about two and Shall тусд | ee [Thé Weather $236 
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‚ down an north | a де ғау .H | By С. З. Weather Bureau 
LUCAL CONDITIONS. 
{Obituary Notices on 


Victim's Brother. 
On Rescue Team Pe ЗЕ 


i 
| Precipitation, nonn, 
| 

{һе 22 minerg killed in an 


FORECAST. 
FERRE HAUTE AND VICINITY — 
explosion in the Viking 
Mine Thursday: 


| Indrénzing cloudiness and mild tonight 
і wilh nhowers likely. by Hatueday mọrm- 

Jnseph Sanquenetti, 45, 
RR 1, Rosedale. 


| inl. Mostly cloudy and mild Baturday 
John Stultz, 49, Sullivan. 


| 
! 


entry, headed 


i 
! 
| 
1 
blast about two and а пац mies! 
down an entry: headed north 4 
west of the shaft. The shock | 
wave apparently traveled to th»: 
end of the entry and echoed 
back to within a half mile of 
the shaft, There was a flash 
fire. but moments after the 
blast there was no fire 

The explosion unloosed tons | 
of coal and earth. knocked 
concrete and wooden ventila 
tors, and twisted metal machin- 


| фат. 
ij a m. 
| Suprise, 9:71 
Klver stage, 6.9 tact. 


% 5 80 
Bungai, 5:64. 


—————— 


EDITOR'S NOTE—Miner John Sanyenettl, 4], was at work 
in the Viking mine when an explosion in another part of the 
mine sealed off his brother, Joe, 44, and 21 other miners. 
р. John was among the first persons to re-ent@r the mine with 

However, there were few] rescue crews. Неге is his story. | 


y l : і 
5 63-15 аны و‎ І was working about three miles from the ‘explosion and 1! venler high, in the 5 
didn’t know what had happened until I came up. | | Nemperalare treet ето, е 
3 ДЕШІ? al. ^ | | | 


"You couldn't see anything п ~ | | 
ева отоке is ЫТЫ І went straight back down with a probing CréW.. Tho dust Ape ыт, 41 


Their problem was the gas and As Told to United Press International ў | афа cloudy teduy;| ` 
в, | ! 


‘wile showers. Lew. tonight ін mid- 
Hoy Stout, 37, Shelburni 


(40), igh Halurday Іп upper бо, 
INDIANA—Vagtiy clomdy| avid mild 
James Turley. 55. RR 1. 
Farmersburg. 


j mij afternoon. Ійсебазіпш cloudiness 
¢. Burl Gummer 53, 


ani a Hilla warmer tonight, chance of 
Inhéwers by maoíining, Мед у claudy 
1115 Магу Lane, Terre 
Haute. 


hel te ў аа jest Кан, | | авд miid with “showers Шу. Satur- 
| дау. Low lenight im (Не 1409, High 

William Gatti, 87, 2901 
Lafayette avenue, Terre 


men away from the death scene ' By JOHN SANGENETTI | 
| Майығдау upper fin сепёғв Abs sath. 
Haute. 


James L. Norton, 28, 
RR 1, West Terre Haute. 


Amil Petit, 34. RR І, 
Shelburn. 

John M. Randall.’ 62. 
RR І. Rosedale. 

Claude Parker, 44. КК 
7. Tetre Haute. 

Седгре S. Smith. 59, 
RR 1, Clinton 

Clarence Chubb, 37. Hy- 
mera. 

David C. Hale. 40. RR 2, 
Linton. 

Robert Davis. 27. 3122 
North Twenty-third street. 
Terre Haute. 

' George НШ Jr.. 54, Sul- 
livan. 

Thomas 
1802 Margaret 
Terre Haute. 

Jack Gummere. 31. 1533 
South Eighth street, Terre 
Haute 

Max McGaughy, 34. 3235 
North  Fifteent treet, 
Terre Hante. 

William Scott, 56, 2101 
Spang avenue, ferre 
Haute. 

Еіто Ranard. 54, Dug- 
ger. 

Chester 
Fontanet. 

Wallace Rippy. 58, 1116 


South Fourth street, Terre 
Haute. 


Gurchiek. 52, 


Gardner, 34, 


avenue, 


| 
| 


night.” a rescue worker said. 
All Hope Abandoned. | 


Н wasn't long before апу ‘real 
hope" of finding anyone. alive 
was afenfloned Then came the 
long Wait for the final werd 

“It was a Horrible horritis 
thing.” каш Vigo Coroner Dr Р 
M Ferguson, who wax an the 
seeng most of the right 

“H appeared (0 be a heavy 
flash fire. а bumbardment type , 
thing аф intense ard rapid they | 
had no (ime to do anything," De 
Ferguson, said i 

The faces and hair were ыле 
on all the vietins, Ferguson sid, | 
frum a tremendous Соёлыг ! 
Ц was unlike the burns a peri 


| і 
Continued On Page 2, Colunm Їл! 
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Funeral Home 
Grim Place as 
Bodies Arrive 


fry Sfortuary stands at the cor | 
ner of U S 40 and Indiana 150 | 
in the middle of West Terre | 
Haute 


ы- 


| old shaft. 
1 
The Bedino Chapel of the Val | neg т the оле we жеге | 


smoka were so bad you couldn't breathe. | | 


8 | 
To get to the men you had to push air infront of you. ЕШМ 


Li 


you rig ар ventilators—the other ones were knocked out jn the ex 


| 
1. 


Clinton Miner 
Missed Disaster 
Due to 688 | 


1 

Lytitgt Mene. Fisher, 46. Clin 
ton looked st the mine shaft and 
walked away slowly. 

"tf ti woeked,” he said, “I'd 
be dead. They've aleesdy 10810 | 
the men where Үй һауа heen 
vrorking 

Fisher 
the Viking бла} mine yesterday 
because his doctor had ordered 
hun fo take 4 week off 

Theary «а Blast, 

Fisher замі he had figuedd aut 

what caused the explosion that 


{ 


' killed 22 miners in the shaft, 


"They were working oyer ёп 
The shaft was shout 


Gas seeped up to 
our shaft and was ignited hy 
some kind of spark " 

There were other miners who 


The chapel 15 а large one, de. missed the explosion by some 


signed to handle five funerals at 


once. Today ıt prepared for 


' many more 

Shortly before dawn, relauves | 
| of the miners caught in a gas ex | 
! plosion at the Viking began аг! 


П 


' 
' 


| 


| 


пупе at the chapel, filing past 
the glassed-in porch with 115 na- 
tive stone fountain 

In back, ambulances delivered 
hodies as they were lifted out of 
a charred and wrecked shaft of 
the Viking 

Owner Gilbert Bedino turned 
over his largest room to the coro- 
ner so the bodies could be laid in 
two rows on white and green 
sheets and wives and families 


{could walk between the rows 


Coroner Cheeks List. 


| 


| sort of coincidence 


Norman Price of West Terre 


‚ Haute was sent to the other side 


of the mine--where 22 miners 
escaped the explosion — shortly 
before the blast 

Spat Saved Him. 


Another miner—who wouldn't 
give his name—said he missed 
the explosion because of а spat 
with his wife 

His soldier son had been visit- 
ing them and the miner had 
planed to go to work while his 
wife took the son to the airport 
in Indianapolis, 90 miles away. 

But the wife didn't fix the 
miner's sandwiches to take to 
work. 


The miner got sore at her, de- 


The coroner. Dr D M Fergu. | cided to drive to Indianapolis 
son. checked a master list against | With the boy himself—and lived. 


Н was later learned the man was 


Continued On Page 2, Column 6. , Robert Forbes of Shelburn 


sald he Ип work їп j Continua On Pade 9, Column 5, 
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plosion--ünd. hdn: you push aip| ^ о" 3 18! 
and gasi іп front of you, like! a ILL CONTINUE t| 
horseshoe Бо it ofreles around and | 1 а-а. ан 
Г ЛДЕН] | ну United Press International ,. 
It looked like; a tomb. Every. | Tomperatureg soared, into Ша 
thing was charred and black and pene from Lake. Michighn|to the 
covered withicoal dust. The ах. 1 Ohio River Thursday. ай [папа 
plosion was 80 strong it knocked | wether; co-oporated with (ће cal 
out cement ahd! wooden ventila. ! endar and brought war th along 
tors; It knocked! coal moles. and | wi Юу 
shuttle cars ‘and roof. support t 
drills wil over the place. | 
A milo away the heat malted 
one-eighth. inch plastic insulation | 
on й trolly wire) . 4 Eu 
The explosión covered sbout а 
quatter of Я mile, from the con. 
tor t6 Їїн edges, Just gas wouldn't 
have been so wide, But it kicked 


д9 


"om 44 
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NOW YOU KNOW 


By United Prana Interástional 

The Calinan Diamond, 

which is the largest ever dia. 

. covered, weighs aver 145 

pounds or a Hile over 3,060 
сагаін, 


س 


| littla cooler weather was dun 
Monday or Tucaday, and moder 
ately heavy таіп was of tho menu 
far|the weekend and again about 
Wellneaday, averaging obo-half to 
thrbo-fourtha of an Тар! логій 
and. thtree-fourtha to un inch сеп. 
jn and south. | 
| 


Think. Coal-cutting Machine 


May Have Set Off Explosion 


| By EULETA SLOVER 


| The mine diggings зі the disastér involyed the fifth vein of 


(сваі, one veteran miner stated. The vein Ія located below the 
third and fourth coal Yeins which were worked out more than 20 
years ago by the Snow' Hill or Talleydale Mine, whose tipple was 
located about two iat due north ИРИле Viking tipple. 

Tom Sevier, Sulliva County t = 
miner employed at thej Ayrshire | сой from the face of the vein, 
Minnehaha Mine, east) of Sulli- | joading it onto conveyors which 
iu im 18 йотын M x carry it to mine cars for trane- 

inery being used с into ù i 
gas pocket. willh Зе нія porting to the surface. 
from collapsed entriep of the 
worked out upper veins 

A type of mining machinery 
known as a “continuoys miner" 
was being used, he explained. 
Also called a “como fun,” the 


apparatus, he said. gdes before! | 1 1 
the work crew doing the com, eS 


may have cut Into an aceumu- 


plosion. 
Other Miners Safe? 


| plete job of cutting pway the! Continued On Page 2, Column 2. | 


n 


еня кій 
пачу ай 


He theorized that the machine 


Jated gas pocket, touching off 
the resultant gas and duet ex 


Miners who reached safety In 


im : 
Кан {mare than $23 
| ай аа, || putting. іа) at 
| 81.197] most, Of Suckedbe in, 
f- Damoeratiq: sponsored | ddl! 
| tlon to іса! ‘school: ald. — 
Sonate їйшосгайн 'plhnnad, 

іо pass! epkporate поў tome 
tax МП and bend 10 to House 
before abupendiny tules to, 
pass аш.) | | 

3 Conferente танца 
| Jock tlirehténbif сп. Widget 
| mad. (ах bilis, Senate délnyer 
| recotvening ^ и mti] | noon 
(бя, after long sight 7 


|b getan 


slon; (онно. returner t 


thon for; tako, 10:10 local! schools 
dn 8 p ree woto In (һе only 
major dhange зл the bullgct аз 
passed ру tha House. 

This ‘vas plowed by all] Repub- 
ileana фя {бшу ла effort 10 
foron them i: кесері а пом tix. 


today thelr ІЫЙ calling for a 8 
per cent cürpafate net income 
tux before tuspending rules for 
formal passage of the budget. 
The tax plroposal, estimated at 
$42 million| tor the two-year 


Continued Op Page 9, Column 1, 


PAYNE пер | 
OF NO FACE SCARS 


NEW YORK, | March 3.--”-- 
Actor John [Payne has been as- 
sured by dodtorg that facla! cuts 
he suffered’ Wednesday night 
when struck by а car would not 
leave scar} |that might imperil 
his career. | 

Payne, 48] was pronoubced іп 
satisfactory. jcondition TM 
night at Hodjevelt Hospital 

He suffered two broken bones 
of the left leg, plus facia) cuts 
and laceratións, when hit! by an 
auto while walking acros) Madi- 
son avehue| between 6131 and 
Gird streotfj 

The driver, Beynard Sek, 21. а 
Wall Stree 
said he did not зве Payne It was 
raining at the time. 


Democrats ШЕ 10 try: te pass 


Т 


‚ INDIANAPOLIS, Mardh Br- 
У meilicál care plin for aged 
Honsierg! was [рпивей on n, unant- 
m us vole of 87-0 today |n the 
Indiana House. Returned to tho 
Senate for ngroemont от amend. 
ments, (he mensure would offer 
help inj paying fo mi Bills to 


citizens over 05 who might ather- 
wise beiunáhle to pay, Шейг own 
living expenses, | i | 

Цаа ой of tho bill will en 
әзір india to recae 05 por 
dont. fodprzl ipid; compared with 
óhly 52 pe cent undor р newly 
proposed foderal program, 

Todayis House action saw one, 
imembar|ylónd for dofent pl a bi | 
ho. was лоні. Кор. Richard, 
E, Wright (R-Winchester) ex. 
plained his measure to Increase 
prosecution of prostitutes was so, 
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! Plosion А memento key chain 2 ifi 2 ! 
‚| attached 10 ome read “Linton 2 2 й Pert ^n pretty, carefree, 
| Open House.” : E Я ү i i 
АК i filled empty, another was 2  ' Ы Arnel in сооп Га Blus, : 4 
| halffilled with water, the уша © 5 | 2 
' ора held its complete contents of 3 alis; Aqua jang Шас... | 
К | food and water untouched Irons. 2 ! "th Е A | 
! cally. it also 8705 ond " kal styled by Fritz} of Can., С-ТА 
E| Medicine bottle containing green й A " | j 
В pills which Sevier surmised’ men | A fornia, at tha lowest prices | 
7 i have been pain pills. 3 Ф Navy Я at ever | >. | 2 | 
! | “Мон all miners carry aspirins 2 11 | үд | , 
7 з or some sort of pain killers,”|% Ф Black 1! | | | | 
: was Sevier's sad nate 2 | ` Root’s Ist Ht ! 
7 » One of the pails displayed a 2 Juniors’ 7-15 ilz (аў | v н! 
| 1. label which read "Safe Today, 2 ; ү, | | | j i 
2 4' Alive Tomorrow, Carboloy Min. 2 4 Rickrack Overhlouso Poncho Blouse Italian Cut Blouse. 32 
RANK M. - PATRICK J.! Tools " y БА 4 Of top imporfance this. shart | А ' “ i 
М 5 « ing Tools % 4 ma? ши aa жү А 2 for spring. A ‘Poncho Designed for your сама! life . , . 1 
. ЕЖЕН т 7 3 27 ij) A ? è % i 
3 : ! А З innler-oufer talian inspired this smart short slaeye blouse with у 
| JOINS KHRUSHCHEV 2 й коор neckline, crisp white ric rac | 4 Italian collad, tah front . . . per 
2 7 міт... adorable with shorts, ‘n collar, start sleeve, turn back fect With (OMEN «іта Sizes | 
ON SIBERIAN TRIP 2 tkirts. Sizes 30 10 36. pointed cuffs. Sizas 30 10 36 30.36 | j | 
E За 2 54 ! | 
LONDON, March 2.—m— 7 “з | | a | B EST 
Alexei Adjubei. editor of tha 7 і "аш | 
FUN R Sovjet {ое ттеш prec lies, 9 95:35 араба үгт чим h Slim Line Skirt. { | Jamican Shorts. „Full Full Skirt. | | 
й ia, cut short a visit to Britain > ї удин 00 атуу , anytime this sor: Switch partners with thie slim s Р 1 : | 
: Е АГ HOME | today and left for Moscow to Ў -in this shm line sheath of Pima cotton and сироп bieng lined skirt . fully lined and man x DRE Благо" й s or T B WRIT 
802 So. 7th St. æ Phone L-6148! join his father-in-law. Premier 1 -+ Wh mew sleeve interes! . . сгзр cotton eyelet lace trim beautifully tailored. idea! for day- eer а уа A M Віні tor eit de | 
{ ( g Khrushchev, oh a trip to Siberia. $ Roots 3rd ЕІ. fime or date-time. with just a are fully tined, side zippered far ка T th - 
Our Only Location і сада Embassy officials did D change of blouse Sizes 1010 16 petfect fF. Sizes 10 to 16 is e dance. Sizes 10 
ısclose the purpose of the visit | А 
. | ! 3.99 Я | 2:9) 3.99 
% | ” 
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А ВІС СКО В — | | 
WD BUT MOSTLY SILENT Miners, rescue workers, and sullen бы? of the victims mill around Б. hi ft ot! the Viking Coal . A FATHER'S: ЕТӘ unidentified fathér of а victim reparts to the washhouse 
Co. mine about eight miles northwest of Terre Haute. i Photos hy Charles. р to claim his 80 sbnfs| clothing a short time after the body was Brought ір the surface, 
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A GRIM VIG L Sullen, blhick stargs likè these easily 
ай i identified those: who lost loved one$ in the mine, Miss 
SIGNAL OF DEATH—A ‘stretcher covered by a dust-covered blanket indicated - ў n а 9 ж " ер 7 Ты kw ae 

Із ere, eft, | los 
another dead victim had. been found, as rescuers emerge to the ua Іа the center | 23 al 92 : at | | | » us м Я : | | | ! 
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INITIAL CASUALTY COUNT—This'wall chart gave 

the first indications of how many miners were in the AA | а | , 5 4. 1 | 
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Quick Halted 


Mine Blaze ls 


At Green Valle 


bau ра 6 


T fire about a sur Aii from 
Пе base of the main entry to the 
Green Valley Mine was quickly 
doused with water Saturday eve- 
ning. The shaft is located west 
:0f Sf. Mary-of-the-Woods village. 

A spokesman for the company 
(said the fire broke out about 6 
ipm. on a conveyor belt but he 

could not say what caused the 
5 blaze. 

Damage was described as "lim- 
ited” and the mine was expected 
ito he in operation Monday 

Since the mine doesn't operate 
боп weckends, there were only 

t dhree or four men in the mine at 
ithe fime of the fire, which was 
discovered by Leo Martin, a 
hoisting engineer, 

The company sopkesman said 
that no lives were endangered at 
any lime. 

| Crew Is Complimented, 


He complimented the fast work 
(of the men in putting out the 
| blaze. There was an ample sup 
| ply of water to fight the blaze, 
i since a line runs parallel to the 
| belt. Several fire extinguishers 
| were nearby, too. 

' About 20 men were called in to! 


help fight the blaze, according to 


| the company spokesman. The 
‘men were called from their 

' homes as soon as the fire was dis- 
i covered. 
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| Something About the Newer Proc- 
ess of Producing Coal As 
Worked In This Section. 
i26 / 4 2— /^,,, (rw) 
Bruce MacCormick. 


Mining by the process of stripping 
the overburden from a уеіп of coal 
(18 the oldest form of coal mining, 

| and it is possible that primitive ma 
‘discovered the properties of coa 
| when he built a fire on an outcrop- 

ping and was amazed to see th 
"black rock" burn. Certainly the 
explorers of the middle west first 
came upon coal where it outcropped 
from the earth, and the first coal 
mined in Indiana was obtained by 
stripping. 

The state's coal production dates 
from 1825, when Alpha Frisbee be- 
gan to strip the overburden from an 
outcropping vein of coal on Little 
Pigeon Creek, Early miners used 
hand shovels and horse drawn 
scrapers to uncover the coal, and 
some coal is stil] produced in Indi- 
ana by this simple method, without | 
mechanical] assistance. 

In these early mines, as the over- 
burden increased in depth, slopes 
were driven into the hillsides, апа! 
underground mining was then ргас-! 
ticed. Twenty-five years after coal | 
was first mined, the first shaft ія; 
Indiana was sunk, and deep min- 
ing superseded stripping operations 
to a large extent, although the 
power shovel was being used as 
early as 1877 for removing the 
overburden from seams of coal. 

In 1918, when a group of strip 
mine operators formed the Indiana: 
Coal Producers Association, more 
than 1,000,000 tons were being pro-' 
duced in Indiana annually by strip- 
ping methods. Last year, the mem- 
bers of the association, which has 
maintained headquarters in’ Terre 
Haute since its formation, produced 
more than 10,000,000 tons of coal by 
stripping. Today giant shovels, 
powered by steam, electricity or 
Diesel engines, literally move: 
mountains to uncover velns of coa] 

| which cannot be economically mined 
by shaft operations. The local fields 
are counted among the country's 
largest producers by stripping 
' methods. 
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| The hug shovels are fmi. айг 


! sights to motorists іп this vicinity, 
where some of the blggest power 
shovels in the world are engaged 
in mining coal. Strip mine proper- | 
ties are producing millions of tons | 
of coal which today more than ever 


"| 


merits the name "black diamonds,” | 


because of the vital part the fuel. 


plays in the {industrial war effort. 


Coal which із mined by strip, ог” 


open cut, methods is not within the 
economical reach of underground, 
mining. Layers of earth, slate and 
rock immediately on top of the coal) 
are often so thin and friable that) 
the cost of timbering to support the! 
roof and ground above would be 
prohibitive. In addition, many of 
the seams of coal uncovered are 
three feet or less in thickness, mak- 
ing it impractical to mine by any, 
other method than stripping. 
The United States Bureau of: 
Mines has pointed out that strip 
mining is “a means of preventing 
waste of a natural resource which 
cannot be replaced," because the 
method produces coal from veins, 
| which could not be mined other- 
| wise, and also because open cut 

mining permits recovery of practi- 
| «аПу al! of the coal deposit. 

Operators producing coal by open: 
cut mining in Indiana met at Іп-; 
dianapolis Jan. 8. 1918, preparatory 
to forming an organization, which 
was glven the name of Indiana Coa] 
Troducers Association. A leader in 
the formation of the association was 
Frank Richards of Terre Наше. 
who was the first president. Ав- 
sociated with him were Thomas 
Hasket, George Rowland, Ira Aten, 
Walter 5. McCloud, Samuel Ashby, 
С. С. Hustis, R. A. Chapman, М. Е. 
Moog and A. C. Reitz, representing 
companies active in the coal field 
as well as operators of more south- 
ern pronerties іп the state. 

The first and only secretary of 
the association is Michael Scollard, 
who resigned as chief mine in- 
spector of Indiana to assume the 
office of secretary July 1, 1918. Of- 
fices were first established at 221 
South Sixth street in Terre Haute, 
later being moved to the Grand 
Opera House Bullding. Mr. Scollard 
has been associated with Indlana 
coal mining for 58 years, in many 
capacities since he started working 
in the deep mines as a boy. He was 
later deputy state mine inspector. 
for four years and chief mine іп- 
spector for a like time, his term of 
office as chief inspector including 
the war perlod when 28,000 miners 
were engaged іп producing more 
than 30 milllon tons of coa! in the | 
state, | 


| started 
| years ago with the planting of trees 


Restoring The Land. 

One of the most interesting and 
constructive activities of the asso- 
ciation is its conservation program, 
experlmentally about 12 


on stripped properties. During that 


| time more than 11 millon trees 
` haye been planted on worked areas, 


and members of the association 
purchased 1,887,000 trees for plant- 


| ing in 1942, The planting program 


"s eminently practical, —it is de- 
Signed to create a great acreage of 
timbered land, and start a new in- 
dustry in the production of pulp- 
wood. Likewise it is designed tol 
conserve molsture in areas where, 
many lakes are now beginning to: 
abound as rain falls into abandoned 
open cuts, 

Virtually all of the trees pur- 
| chased for planting by the associa- 
tion are obtained from the state 
‚ conservation department. Con- 
| servationists agree that the serlous 
lowering of the water table may be 
curbed by creation of lakes over 
wide areas, and worked strip mine 
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vcumulatiig many acres t . «ха, 
water of which сар зо run off, but 
seeps into the earth and adds to the 
natural reservoir below ground. The 
planting program has more than an 
industrial side. Much planting has 
been done with an eye to recre- 
ational possibilities, and the cit- 
izens of Linton enjoy a 605-асге 
pleasure ground reclaimed from 
strip mine operations. In charge of 
the conservation program is Harry 
С. Hyatt, city forester of Cleveland 
‘for six years, who joined the as- 
| sociation in February, 1940, to sys- 
|tematize and supervise the planting 
program. 
| Laws On Planting. 


| The state has recognized the im- 
, portance of reforesting these worked ! 
гагвав. All strip mine operators аге 
inow required by a law of 1941 to 
!plant each year an area equal to the 
‘acreage stripped, plus 1 рег cent,! 
land to post bond of $25 per acre 
|which is forfeited if the area Js пов; 
‘planted. Planting cannot be done, 
of course, on land just stripped, asa 
period must elapse to permit the 
and to settle, collect moisture and 
(become thoroughly suitable for 
Indicative of the progress of open 
icut mining in Indiana are the in- 
| creased wages received by the 
‘United Mine Workers of America 
over a period of years. Shovel en- 
| gineers who received $125 for a 26- 
;day month in 1914, receive $258.94 
| for a 22-day month in 1942. Day 
|men receive $7 for a seven-hour 
day this year, compared with a 
wage of $2.84 for eight hours in 1914. 
| Present officers of the Indiana 
(Coal Producers Assoclation are J. 
В. F. Melville, Indianapolis, presi- 
dent; R. H. Sherwood, Indianapolis, 
ivice president, and Michael Scollard, 
Terre Haute, secretary. These men 
| with the following make up -the 
jexecutive board: Virgil Kibler, 
| Evansville; Н. S, Richards, Boon- 
ville and James T. Cunningham, 
Indianapolis. Hugh B. Lee of the 
Maumee Colleries Company, Terre 
Haute wag the previous president 
of the association. 
| ` Present Membership. 
Twenty-three companies hold 
membership іп the association, 
operating 23 mines and employing 
more than 3,300 men. The mem- 
bership includes the following: 
Ayrshire-Patoka Colleries Corpor- ! 
ation, Indianapolis; Big Bend Col- 
leries, Inc, Center Point; Black 
Beauty Coal Corporation, Brazil; 
Blackfoot Coal Corporation, Evans- 
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ville; Birch Creek Coal Company, 
Brazil; Brazil Block Coal & Clay 
Company, Brazil; Bradway Coal 
Company, Brazil; Callahan Соп-, 
;structlon Company and Grafe Coal 
! Сотаралу, Brazil; Central Indiana 
“Соа1 Company, Indianapolis; Dixon 
!Block Coal Company, Clay City; 
Enos Coal Mining Company, Cleve- 
‘land; Hickory Grove Coal Mining! 
Corporation, Terre Haute; Lincoln 
City Coal Company, Terre Haute; 
|Lohr-Young Coal Company, Linton;! 
Mariah Hill Super Block Coal Com- 
pany, Clay City; Maumee Colleries 
Company, Terre Haute; Quality Coal 
Corporation, Brazil; Sherwood- 
Templeton Coal Company, Linton; 
Pyramid Coal Corporation, Boon- 
ville; Sunlight Coal Company, Boon- 
ville, and Tecumseh Coal Corpora- 
tion. Boonville. -— 
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COAL, FOUNDATION 


OF INDUSTRY HERE 


229 
Plays Large- Patt In Economic 
Setup of Terre Haute and of 


B Wabash Y 
IRIB 4-17931742 alley 


Bruce McCermick, 
Industry ін bullt on coal just as 
eolidly as if the fuel fctmed the 
actual foundations of fectory bujid- 
ings. Coal in abutidance has been 
an essential factor in the industriel 
development oi America, for its 


heat generates most of the power 
which moves the millionu of wheels 
on which modern life turns; even 
electric power 18 largely ateam gen- 
erated. Never has coal been so im- 
portant as it is today, and, as dur- 
ing the last war, Indiana and Vigo 
county ooal mines are producing 
millions of tona which will literally 
таке a: large part of our war ef- 
fort possibile. 

Much of Indiana's production 
comes from deep mines operated by 
members of the Indiana Coal Op- 
er&tors Asgociation. Terre Haute, as 
the headquarters of the assocla- 
Чоп and center of one of the state's 
big producing fields, has for many 
years occupied я commanding post- 
tion in the coal industry, and a 
great deal of the city’s Industrial 
growth, ав well as its exceptional 
transportation facilities, epring 
from the great coa] deposits under- 
lying this region. This area 16 the 
home of some of the country's big- 
gest coal companies, 

Members of the Bhaft Mine Op- 
eratora’ Association, first known as 
the Іл апа Bituminous Coal Oper- 
&tors Association, were prominent- 
ly identified with the large-scale 
development of the great coal field 
of Vigo, Vermillion, Sullivan end 
Clay counties. The producing effort 
of thelr mines reached its supreme 
helght during the first World War 
when members played an importánt 
part in production of coal so vital 
to the war effort. In 1918, when the 
total production of bituminous coa] 
was 626 million tons, Indiana mines 
produced 82 million tons, the largest 
tonnage Іп the history of the state. 
During this war another prodigious 
effort ія being made by members of 
the association at a timè when coal 
is perhaps more {mportant than tt 


ever has been in the life of the 
United States. 
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оп, 
| some coal, еНһег for fuel or as а 


| period of great development. 


First Coal Found. 


The discovery of coal in Indiana 
is credited to a Colonel John Cro- 
ghan, who noticed coal along the 
Wabash river іп 1763, but the earli- | 
est records of coal in the state 
occur in the field notes of survey- | 
ors who тап the township and sec- 
tion [ines іп the first 10 years of the 
last century. Coal was first mined | 
hy Alpha Frisbee, who stripped 
from an outcrop on Little Pigeon 
creek, seven miles east of Newburg 
and three miles from the Ohio river. 

An advertisement of coal for sale 
made its appearance іп a Hoosler 
paper as early as 1832. Twenty 
years before that date, Robert Ful- 
ton, on his first trip down the Ohio 
in a steamboat “Orleans,” stopped 
at the town of Fulton, near Cannel- 
Perry county, and obtained 


curiosity. By 1840, coal was regu- 
larly mined in many places, mostly 
for the use of blacksmiths, although 
«ome. was shipped by flat boat. This 
coal was mined by stripping or 
drifting on the outcrop. In 1837 the 
first charter for mining coal was 


‚ granted by the legislature to the 


American Cannel Coal Company, of 
Cannelton, and іп 1850 the first 
shaft in the state was sunk by John 
Hutchinson, one mile east of New- 
burg on the bank of the Ohio river. 

The famous block coal of Clay 
county waa first recognized as such 
about 1851, being noticed іп а well, 
and about the same time block coal 
was flret discovered near Brazil. 
“Brazil block" was first shipped 
from Clay county in 1852 by John 
"Weaver and Capt. Ezra Olds, the 
coal being taken from the bed of 
Otter creek. 

Progress of Industry. 


From that date on mining devel- 
oped on a large. scale quite rapidly, 
and in 1879 the legislature recog- 
nized the growing industry Бу pass- 
ing certain laws regulating mining 
and providing for a mine inspector. 
Output in that year was more than 
one million tons. In 1886 the state 
produced two million tons and etood 
seventh in the coal producing states. 
By 1896, annual production had 
risen to more than four million tons, 
and the state ranked et!ghth as a: 
coal producer, қ 

J. W. Landrum and А, D. Scott 
were the first secretaries of the In- 
diana Bituminous Coal Operators’ 
Association. From 1902 unti! 1928 
Phil Penna was secretary, and he 
served the association during a 
He' 
was recognized by the industry, 
both operators and mine workers 


' bargaining agreements In the min- 


. secretary of the association he was 


| hours end working conditions, The 
' agreement reathed by this central 
! field, 
' Ohio and weatern Pennsylvania, be- 


| 
| 


К and international president. 


, came secretary of the association, а 


: gation became the Indlana Coal Op- 


Н 
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H 


t 


| come secretary of the operators’ 
| association. 


Ч { | ! is 


t 


alike, as an authority on collective 


ing industry, and his imprint on 
coal mining haa proved lasting. As 


one of the leaders tn organizing the 
central competitive 11614 for the ne- 
gotiation of contracta on wagen, 


including Indiana, Illinois, 
came the contract adopted by other 
producing districts. Мг. Penna had 
been an organizer of the United 
Mine Workers of America, and 
when it first came into being he 
served the union as vice president 


In 1928 Harvey Cartwright bé- 


position which he now holds. In 
that year the name of the organi- 


er&tors Association. Mr. Cartwright 
had been an official of the United 
Mine Workers since April 1, 1821. 
and served as president of District 
No. 11 from April 1, 1927, unti! Dec 
1, 1928, whe he resigned to be- 


The development of mining In 
Vigo county and the nearby (16146 
progressed in pace with the state, 
and local mines were recognized as 
! leaders in the bituminous coal in- 
dustry not only !n the Middle Weat, |i 
but nationally. From the standpoint 
of modern equipment and methods. 
ан well as tonnage, they have re- 
mained well in the foreground. 

Opsrators whose names were 
prominently connected with de- 
velopment of the local field and the 
Indiana Coal Operators Association 

І]. 
included J. Smith Talley, father of 
the present operators of that name; 
Joe Martin, of the Parke County | 
„Coal Company; J. К. Siefert, Job | 
Freeman, father of Will Н. Етее- | 
‘man; J. 8. Bogle, the Shirkie 
‘brothers, А. М. Ogle, father of Al- | 
fred М. Ogle; John A. Templeton, ! 
founder of the present Templeton 
mines and father of Charles N, 
Templeton; Jim McClellan, William 
Zeller Sr., David Ingle the first, the 
Ehrlisch brothers, Robert J. Smith, 
father of Henry P. Smith, and many 
‘others, who made coal mining in 
this region an outstanding indus- 
itry. 
! Miners have been organized in 
this district from an early date, and 
contracts between operators and the 
| union, known as the Knights of La- 
bor, were dated as early as 1880. 
(Тө first labor contract between 
ithe Indiana Bituminous Coal Oper- 
| ators Association and the United 
‘Mine Workers of America was 
|s]gned in 1890. The oldest agree- 
ment, still existing in the records 
of the operators’ association, is 
dated 1899. Known as the “Terre 
Haute" agreement, it was signed by 
J. H. Kennedy, secretary of Dis- 
trict No. 11, U. M. W. of America; 
J. W Landrum, secretary of the 
operators’ association; W D. Van, 
Horn, president of District No. 11, 
and J. Smith Talley, president of 
the operators. In the latter part of 
the last century, the basic daily 
wage rate was $1.80. 


|| Some Figures In Field. 


элїев8 М. Templeton, 
president; Henry P. Bmith, vice 
рге ісопі and Mr. Cartwright. 
seetetary, all of Terre Haute. Di- 
rectors also include David Ingle 
Ве., Evansville; Р. „L. Donle, Vine 
сёпаеа: William ‘Zeller, Indian- 
apolis, and "William Н, Cooke, 
Torre Haute. 

The importance of the Industry 
to this community 14 obvious from 
the; fact that of the 5000 men 
employed Іп the state's shaft mines, 
aboyt 2,000 are employed in the 
Vigd ¢ounty deep mines, 

Member companies of the asso- 
clatipn at thie time, and their di» 
recting heads are the Black Hawk 
Coal) Corporation, Henry P. Smith, 
Terre Haute; e Walter Bledsce 4 
Company (Dreeser and Saxton 
mines), Walter A. Bledsoe, Terre 
Haufe; Crescent Mining Company, 
Thomas Moore, Evansville; Dugger 
Domestio Coal Company, Р. М. 
Lippéatt, Dugger; Glendora Coai 
Company, C. N. Templeton, Terre 
Haute; Ingle Coa! Company, David 
Ingle,” Evaneville; Knox Consoll- 
dated! Coal Corporation, W. М. 
| Zeller, Indianapolis; Linton-Sum- 
mit fa Company, С. М. Temple- 


ton, rro Haute; Little Betty 
Mining | Corporation, P. І, Donte, 
Vincennes; Peabody Coal Company, 
D. Ы. Devonaid. Chicago: Prince- 
ton Mihing Company, Henry P. 
Bmith, Terre Haute; Snow Hil 
Coal Corporation (Talleydale and 
Fayette mines), Samuel Ashby, 
Indianapolis, "and the Templeton 
Coal Company, C. N. Templeton, 
Terre Haute. 
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